LITTLE GLEMHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on
Monday 12th September 2011 in the Parish Room

Present from the Council: Mr Peter Chaloner [Chairman] Sue Hussey; Ceri Larman; Stuart Hogg; Roger Blyth; Graham Peck [District Councillor] Pat Trinder [Clerk]
Present from the Public: None
Apologies for Absence: Colin Hart [County Councillor] Philip Hope-Cobbold; PCSO Thora Taylor; Graham Peck for arriving late due to attendance at other meetings.
Declaration of Interest: Roger Blyth – Agenda item 6[e]  [N.B. not asked to leave the meeting]
Minutes of the last meeting: The Minutes of the meeting held on 11th July 2011 were unanimously adopted and signed as a correct record, subject to the following amendment: Minute Ref: 7 last but one line, should read …….”large lorries turning from Church Road into Tinkerbrook ………” and not as previously stated.
Matters Arising from 11th July meeting:
[a] Community Area: No major issues of concern had been identified during the August inspection.  Philip had noted an increase in rabbit activity and suggested that the bushes near to the shed should be cut back.  As previously reported, the shed needed a coat of preservative and Roger thought that he may have some black barn paint, which would be suitable.  It was agreed to continue to monitor levels of vandalism and, if appropriate, to consider putting back the right-hand door of the shed, which had been deliberately removed.  It was agreed to deal with the above issues, along with other routine maintenance at the next working party, date to be arranged at the October council meeting. 
[b]Maintenance of highways/pavements/footpaths: Nothing to report.
[c] SNT Police Presence: A written police report had been circulated [Copy to be filed with Minutes]  The Chairman noted that regrettably there had been two crimes since the last meeting, and felt that it might be an opportune time to reinstate the existing Neighbourhood Watch scheme, which although still considered active, might benefit from a heightened profile.  It was agreed to encourage parishioners to be more vigilant and to consider the inclusion of a flyer with a future edition of the Ebb and Flow.
[d] Neighbourhood Watch Scheme: Nothing further to report [See 6[c] above]
[e] Proposed 7.5 ton vehicle weight limit restriction in Church Road [except for access] As agreed at the last meeting, the Chairman had hand-delivered the Incident Report Forms to parishioners, along with an accompanying explanatory note, requesting the return of the forms by the end of September. To date, only one incident had been noted and it was agreed to wait until the October meeting, before taking further action.
Review of Standing Orders: The revised draft, prepared by the Chairman, had been circulated to councillors and no issues had been raised.  On a proposition by the Chairman, councillors unanimously adopted the revised draft, unaltered,  to supersede the 2008 Standing Orders.
Matters of Report: Items received and circulated via email since last meeting:
[a] Coalition Government Consultation Draft of National Planning Policy Framework [NPPF] – Councillors briefly discussed the correspondence received from Suffolk Preservation Society, which had already been circulated. On a Proposition by the Chairman, it was agreed to acknowledge receipt of the correspondence, which would be kept on file, and to take no further action at this time.
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[b]SCDC – Consultation on updated Sustainability Appraisal and Appropriate Assessment documents [August 2011]  It was agreed to circulate the documents to councillors and to 
               include this matter on the October agenda, to formulate the council’s response.
               [N.B. Deadline for the receipt of any consultation responses is 14th October 2011]
[c] SCC – Restructure of Highways and Transport Services:  The proposals, which did not directly affect Little Glemham, were noted and would be kept on file. 
[d] SCDC – Review of alternate week waste collection service:  Details of the proposed changes were noted.
District Councillor’s Report: Graham presented a detailed report on the National Planning Policy Framework [NPPF]  which he hoped would facilitate a better understanding of the proposed changes. [Copy to be filed with Minutes]  There was a general discussion on the new planning policy outlined in the public consultation document, which is still in draft form, and Graham answered questions raised from the floor.  The Chairman commented on the outline planning permission granted for a development on the outskirts of Saxmundham, off the A12, and was concerned about the impact this could have on the volume of local traffic.   The Chairman thanked Graham for his informative report.
Planning: Nothing to report.
Renewal of Insurance Policy:  Councillors were disappointed to note a significant increase in this year’s renewal premium, over and above the 1% increase in Insurance Premium Tax. The clerk had circulated details of the terms and conditions relating to the 3 and 5 year Long Term Undertakings offered this year by insurers, which, if taken up, would result in a discounted premium, as outlined on the agenda.  After a brief discussion, the Council unanimously agreed to take advantage of the 5 year ‘Long Term Undertaking’ and to renew the policy due on the lst October 2011, at an annual premium of £362.71 [including Insurance Premium Tax] . No amendments were made to the schedule or sums insured. 
Finance
[a] Financial Update:
The amount in the current account is                                                                    £   134.75
The amount in the deposit account is                                                                    £3,014.59
                                                                                                                       Total:     £3,497.25
[b] Invoices presented for payment:
C Fuller Ltd – Repairs and/or replacement posts,
Damaged chainlink, new stile grab posts,
Community Area…………………………………………….           Amount:             £192.00
	SCDC: Parish Council Elections 5 May 2011 – 
Cost for uncontested election……………………….             Amount:             £100.00
	Suffolk Acre – Annual Insurance Premium                      Amount:             £362.71
After approved invoices have been paid [£654.71] the combined amount held in the accounts will be £2,494.63.
[c] External Audit:  As reported at the last meeting, whilst the external audit had been completed, the confirming paperwork, and accompanying invoice for payment, had not yet been received.

	 Four Villages Bypass Working Party Report & associated item EDF New Build Plans at Sizewell: Following EDF Energy’s offer to arrange an introductory meeting with Parish Council Chairmen,  the Chairman and Clerk had attended a meeting with Tom McGarry, Communications Manager, Sizewell C and Roy Collins on the 24th August’11 at their new office premises in Leiston.  Peter briefly summarised some of the issues discussed, including:

	The planning application for a new nuclear power station at Hinkley point in Somerset is being finalised and this will be submitted to the Infrastructure Planning Commission later this year.

                                                                                                            [Page 2 of 3]
Investigative works currently taking place on the Sizewell C site include:
Archaeological Surveys;  Hydrogeological works – this is on-going and planning permission to retain some boreholes on the site for a limited period has been granted by SCDC;  Transport surveys at various locations across the east of the county. A number of studies to assess how EDF might bring materials for construction by sea and by rail have also been undertaken;
	When the public consultation is launched next year, lasting 8-10 weeks, the Leiston office will house a static exhibition and the public can drop in to view the detailed plans and speak to members of the project team.
	There will be roving public exhibitions and further consultation with full Parish Councils.   EDF propose to hold quarterly ‘community forums’  with Parish Council Chairmen, led by an independent Chairman. 

Four Villages Bypass Working Party: Stuart confirmed that other Parish Councils represented on the working party had also had similar meetings with EDF representatives and he therefore hoped that it would be possible to arrange a further meeting in the near future.

To consider further communications received regarding Leiston-cum-Sizewell T.C.’s request for support for their proposal seeking new planning guidance to major developers. Copies of a further letter received and the Chairman’s subsequent comments had been circulated. There was a brief discussion on the merits of the proposal, following which Councillors supported the Chairman’s subsequent proposition not to support the proposal, and to take no further action at this stage.
SCDC Polling Places Review 2011: Details of existing and proposed arrangements had been circulated and it was noted that the existing arrangements relating to Little Glemham remain unchanged. 

Any Other Business
[1] The Chairman had received a flyer publicising details of the “Go with the Flow” Youth Bus which will be calling at Marlesford once a month.
[2] SCDC: Invitation to briefing – Draft National Planning Policy Framework on 28th September at Riverside Centre, Stratford St. Andew: The Chairman hoped to attend the above briefing on behalf of the Council.
[3] SCDC: Outdoor Playing Space Contributions:  A copy of the annual statement as it relates to our Parish had been received and would be kept on file.

Date of next meeting: Monday 10th October 2011. 







Signed as a correct record…………………………………………………………………………………..
                                                                      Peter Chaloner

                                      Date:                     10th October 2011 
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