
LITTLE GLEMHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on  

Monday 13th October 2014 in the Parish Room 

 

1. Present from the Council: Mr Peter Chaloner [Chairman] Philip Hope-Cobbold; Kate Burt; 

Tony Eaves; Roger Blyth; Pat Trinder [Clerk] 

2. Present from the Public: Stephen Burroughes [County Councillor] 

3. Apologies for Absence: Stuart Hogg; Ceri Larman; PCSO Thora Taylor; 

4. Declaration of Interest:  None 

5. Minutes of the last meeting: The Minutes of the meeting held on 8th September 2014 were 

unanimously adopted and signed as a correct record. 

6. Matters Arising from the 8th September Council meeting: 

a. [i] Community Area Update: Annual Safety Inspection:  The annual community area 

inspection was carried out by PlaySafety Ltd on behalf of RoSPA on 18th September, and 

their report had been circulated via email.  Councillors were pleased to note that the 

report overall was satisfactory and the risk assessment categorised as ‘medium’. The 

Council’s attention was drawn to three issues:  replacement of larger swing seats, which 

were badly cracked [Council already aware; Clerk to investigate costs for replacement 

seats from Wickstead] ;  decay to the timber components of the swing support uprights, 

[illustrations provided]  Recommendation to inspect on a regular basis. The Chairman 

had checked this matter straight away but, apart from the effects of weathering, and 

slight damage caused from strimmers, he could not find any physical evidence of the 

reported problem. He commented that each upright comprised 4 smaller uprights, fixed 

together, and the screwdriver used could well have been pushed through one of the 

gaps.  Recommendation to close the S connectors on some of the swing chains, to 

prevent easy removal of the chains; Peter confirmed that he had already done this, 

following a similar report last year, but agreed to do again. [A.P. Clerk] 

[ii] Proposal to improve the Community area play facilities: To consider revised draft 

questionnaire:  Tony circulated copies of the revised questionnaire and explained the 

reasoning behind some of the changes he had made to the original draft.  Councillors 

supported the Chairman’s view that the form was now fit for purpose and could be 

circulated to households, via the Ebb and Flow, in conjunction with the planned online 

survey, when the project is launched.  Tony commented on the high cost of some of the 

play equipment he had seen in neighbouring playgrounds; Stephen Burroughes was 

aware that LGPC could apply to the Play Space fund [administered by SCDC] for a share 

of the available funding, and kindly agreed to reserve up to the sum of £2000 from his 

Locality Budget towards the purchase of play equipment. Peter thanked Stephen for his 

generous support and proposed deferring a decision regarding a date for circulation of 

the questionnaire until after discussions on Agenda Item 6[f] below. 

b. Maintenance of highways/pavements/footpaths:  The clerk reported as follows:  

[i] Footway A12 from Glemham Hall to School House:  Highways had inspected the 

footpath and noted that most of the overgrowth is from the adjacent hedge; they 

therefore intend to contact the landowner [Glemham Hall] to request its clearance and 

will also arrange for the bramble outside of the hedgerow to be cut by their contractor. 

[ii] Pothole Church Road, near to Church Drive: The damaged surface was reinstated on 

17th September – The location will be re- checked and if defects still remain, full repair 

will be arranged.  

[iii] The Chairman reported that the lettering on the street sign at the entrance to Shop 

Lane, one of the two Church Road signs and one at the top of Hoo Lane was badly faded; 

Clerk to contact SCDC .[A.P. Clerk] 
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c. SNT – Police Report: A written report, providing full details of 2 crimes recorded for 

Little Glemham during August and September had been circulated [Copy to be filed with 

Minutes] 

d. Neighbourhood Watch Update: The Chairman reported that he continued to receive 

regular updates which were included on the LGPC website. 

e. Refurbishment of Village Sign: Work still ongoing;  David Wright hoped to complete the 

project by April of next year. 

f. Four Village Bypass Working Party: The Chairman had been attending recent meetings  

in Stuart’s absence, and reported that he had been elected as Chairman of the group, at 

the last meeting. He thought that the working party’s remit now focused more on 

campaigning for the bypass and there are firm plans in place to produce signs and 

banners for public display in the district. Dr. Dan Poulter had confirmed his intention to 

write to everyone in the villages of Little Glemham, Great Glemham, Hacheston, 

Marlesford and Sweffling about the four village by-pass. The letter will include a survey 

asking for people’s views and to mitigate a possible low return of the paper forms, an 

online survey will be undertaken at the same time.  The Council was asked if a third 

option could be included whereby residents could leave their response with the Parish 

Council.  In the light of past experience with village surveys, the Chairman felt the 

Council should adopt a proactive stance, and endeavour to ensure that a reply was 

received from each household. To this end, councillors confirmed that they were willing 

to visit every property, to collect any outstanding forms. Peter also proposed that the 

Council should offer to distribute the letters, via the Ebb & Flow. [Clerk to liaise with Dr. 

Dan Poulter’s constituency advisor] Returning to the matter of the proposed Community 

Area questionnaire [Minute Ref: 6[a] [ii] above] the Chairman felt it would be counter-

productive to circulate two surveys In the village at the same time and a far better 

approach would be to wait until the 4-village bypass survey had been completed before 

distributing the Community Area questionnaires. After further discussion, proposed 

action above, agreed. [A.P. Clerk] 

g. Sizewell C Update: Stephen Burroughes confirmed that the Stage II consultation is still 

imminent. The traffic survey figures had been released by EDF and were now being 

examined by Suffolk County Council’s consultants.  To date, Stephen had been unable to 

access the figures but would continue to press for the information.  The Chairman felt 

there was a distinct lack of ‘joined up’ thinking and stressed the importance of 

formulating a plan.  Stephen advised that County Councillor Mark Bee had already 

suggested that interested parties should use the factual evidence from the Stage II 

consultation to formulate a united plan to take matters forward, and Stephen supported 

this approach.  

h. Provision of litter bin [lay-bye on A12]: Still ongoing. 

 

7. Suffolk County Councillor’s Report: Copies of Stephen’s written report dealing with general 

County matters had been circulated. He further reported on the following: 

• Framlingham Parishes Divisional Briefing session: Date now agreed: Friday 7th 

November 14 at Gt. Glemham Village Hall – 6.30pm for 7pm start. [Chairman to 

attend] 

• Outstanding Highways issue: Proposal to reconstruct the junction into Church 

Road: SCC have confirmed that this scheme is included in next year’s work 

programme. 

• SCC Highways budgets: Stephen, along with other County Councillors, have 

proposed that County consider  allowing them to spend some of their highways 

budgets to enable parishes to undertake various works/schemes; 
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• Tony asked, slightly tongue in cheek, if a pedestrian crossing could be put on the 

A12, near to the Lion Inn, which, in view of the inevitable increase in traffic 

congestion, might enhance the case for a bypass. Stephen pointed out that it was 

unlikely that planning permission would be granted, and Peter commented that 

previous requests for a crossing at this location, primarily on grounds of pedestrian 

safety, had been refused.   

• Stephen advised that Little Glemham would have a new District Councillor from next 

May, following Graham Peck’s resignation. 

8. District Councillor’s Report:  Nothing to report. 

9. Planning:  

[a] Planning Application Ref: DC/14/0194: Site at 19 Shop Lane [Land opposite 20 Shop 

Lane]: Notification received from SCDC that the appeal has been allowed and planning 

permission granted, subject to conditions [Details circulated via email] 

    10.     Finance: 

               a. Financial Update: 

                   The amount in the current account is:                                                                 £    743.34 

                   The amount in the deposit account is:                                                                 £ 5,721.00 

                                                                                                                                     Total:        £ 6,464.34 ** 

                    **  Total includes 2nd instalment of this year’s Precept 

 

               b. Invoices for Payment: 

• Bus shelter cleaning for July/Aug/Sept’14 

[3 hrs at £6.31 per hour]…………………………………………  Amount:           £    18.93 

• Annual Insurance Premium …………………………………….  Amount:           £  316.15 

• P Chaloner: Reimburse cost/contract price for 

LGPC web hosting service [2 yr contract renewal]       Amount:           £   113.75 

• Clerk’s Invoice for Salary & Expenses: 

[July/Aug/Sept. 2014]……………………………………………..  Amount:           £  274.49 

• E-ON – Electricity charges: 1/7/14 – 30/09/14…………  Amount:           £    13.16 

• Playsafety Ltd: Community Area Annual Safety Inspection:                   £   78.00 

               After payment of the above invoices [£814.48] the combined amount held in the accounts 

               Is £5,649.86.  

              c. Review of Asset Register:  Referring to the renewal of the Council’s insurance above, the  

                  clerk asked councillors to review the current Asset Register, copies of which had been   

                  circulated. On a Proposition by the Chairman, councillors unanimously RESOLVED to  

                  accept the current register, as presented. [No amendments/alterations] 

                    

11          Any Other Business:  

a.  Request for annual donation received from C.A.B.  On a Proposition by the Chairman it 

was unanimously agreed to give donation of £60 [same amount as last year] Cheque to 

be signed at the next meeting [A.P. Clerk] 

b. Notification received of proposed road closure for Blaxhall Level Crossing – 20/21st 

November’14. 

c. Notification received that charging for pre-application planning advice was introduced 

across both SCDC and WDC areas on 1st October 2014 

d. Invitation to attend the SALC A.G.M. which will be held on 12th November’14. The clerk 

asked councillors to contact her, if they were interested in attending. 

e. SCDC Town & Parish Liaison – Budget Review meeting: 25/11/14: The Chairman 

confirmed his intention to attend. [A.P. Clerk] 

f. S.A.L.C. –  LAlS1368.1: Transparency Code Update: Details replacing LAIS1368 were 

received and noted.                                                                                           [Page 3 of 4] 



g. Kate reported that she had received notification of a planned 12-hour power cut at her 

property, for tree cutting, on 22nd October. 

h. Tony asked whether there had been any adverse effects on the gullies alongside the A12, 

following recent heavy rainfall. The Chairman reported that they seemed to be working 

satisfactorily, since being cleared out. 

 

12.       Date of next meeting [Budget meeting]: Monday 10th November 2014. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             Signed as a correct record………………………………………………………………….. 

                                                                              Peter Chaloner 

                                                                              Chairman 

                                                           Date:          10th November 2014 
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