
LITTLE GLEMHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Council meeting held on  

Monday 15
th

 October 2012 in the Parish Room 

 

1. Present from the Council: Mr Peter Chaloner [Chairman]; Stuart Hogg; Sue Hussey; Roger 

Blyth; Ceri Larman; Phillip Hope-Cobbold; Pat Trinder [Clerk] 

2. Present from the Public:  None 

3. Apologies for Absence: Graham Peck [District Councillor] Colin Hart [County Councillor] 

PSCO Thora Taylor; 

4. Declaration of Interest: None 

5. Minutes of the last meeting: The Minutes of the meeting held on 10
th

 September 2012 were 

unanimously adopted and signed as a correct record. 

6. Matters Arising from the 10
th

 September Council meeting: 

[a] Community Area: The annual community area inspection was carried out by PlaySafety 

Ltd on behalf of RoSPA in September 2012.   Councillors were pleased to note that the 

report overall was satisfactory. The inspection had identified some minor issues, including: 

comments about loose fence posts;  a recommendation to dig out and reset the goalpost 

supports and tighten loose grips on the ‘springy whale’; repair the surface of the grass 

matting near to the junior swing seats. The Chairman pointed out that several of the fence 

posts had been replaced during the July working party;  the goalpost supports  are designed 

to rest on the ground surface and should not, in fact be ‘dug in’ the ground and he had 

checked the ‘springy whale’ handgrips which did not appear to be loose.  Councillors 

acknowledged that the rubber grass matting referred to in the report was damaged beyond 

repair and agreed that the whole mat should be replaced, preferably in the spring. The clerk 

reported that supply of the new supergoal nets had been delayed until the end of October. 

The Chairman was disappointed to report a spate of theft and vandalism in the community 

area.  One of the hut windows had been stolen, which he will be able to replace from his 

stock of spares;  the chain used to fix the dustbin to the hut has disappeared as well as some 

of the goal net plastic pegs.  The Chairman had also received a complaint from a parishioner 

about dog fouling in the community area, despite the provision by the Council of a dog 

waste bin positioned near to the entrance.  Whilst councillors recognised that the provision 

of a suitable bin was not guaranteed to solve the problem, it had been hoped that it might 

have encouraged members of the public to clear up after their dogs.  Councillors had no 

wish to stop responsible dog owners from visiting the Community area, but this 

development was disheartening.   In order to meet the printing deadline, the Chairman had 

already submitted a report on the above issues, for publication in the next edition of the Ebb 

and Flow. The clerk was asked to draw the recent vandalism to the attention of the local 

police [A.P. Clerk] 

As a matter of information, the clerk advised that the Council’s insurers had confirmed that 

the new dog waste bin had been added to the insurance policy schedule. An additional 

premium of £3.81 had not been charged.  

[b]Maintenance of highways/pavements/footpaths: 

The clerk reported a complaint received from Mrs Burt concerning the amount of litter 

indiscriminately strewn along the A12. Mrs Burt regularly walked the footpaths bordering 

the A12 and wondered if appropriate signage could be put up, encouraging the public to 

take their litter home.  Councillors agreed that dropping litter seemed to have become 

commonplace but were not sure whether more signage would be sanctioned by the 

Highway Authority and whether in fact it would act as a deterrent. [Clerk to report matter to 

Highways Authority] 
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[c] SNT Police Report: A written report had been circulated. The information regarding a 

recent burglary was noted. [Copy to be filed with Minutes] 

[d] Neighbourhood Watch Scheme: Nothing to report 

[e] Proposed refurbishment of the village sign: Unfortunately David Wright had not been 

able to provide written details of his proposals in time for the meeting and councillors were 

disappointed by the further delay.  Stuart agreed to try to speak to David about the project, 

at the earliest opportunity. 

[f] Four Village Bypass Working Party: It had not yet been possible to arrange a mutually 

convenient meeting date for all interested parties, but Stuart was hopeful that a meeting 

would be held by the end of October. 

[g] New Council Website:  The Chairman briefly outlined details of the new website which 

was now up and running. Full details had been circulated via email.  A ‘divert’ link would be 

operating on the old hosting service until the 31
st

 October.  The cost of £113.76 represented 

the contract price for 2 years, [reflecting a special offer of 8 months free] and the facility 

would therefore run until 2014. 

[h] Replacement of damaged grit bin – Junction of Church Road and Tinkerbrook:  As 

already advised by email, this matter had now been resolved. The damage had not been 

caused by County Council contractors, as originally thought, and Roger apologised for any 

unintentional inconvenience caused by the confusion.  An identical replacement would be 

ordered and put back in situ, at no cost to the Council.  Prominent posts would also be put at 

either side of the bin to stop machinery getting too close in the future.  Consideration was 

given to the choice of colour and location of the bin, but it was agreed, on balance, that a 

green bin would be preferable and that the existing location was the most sensible site for 

volunteers accessing the grit during bad weather conditions. [A.P. Roger Blyth] 

7. District Councillor’s Report: Nothing further to report. 

8. Revised Code of Conduct/Members’ Register of Interests:  The clerk was asked to re-send 

the email received from SCDC to those councillors who had not completed their Register of 

Interests forms on line. Anyone experiencing difficulties in doing so, should contact SCDC 

direct, when alternative arrangements will be made. 

9. Planning: Nothing to report. 

10. Finance: 

[a] Financial Update: It was noted that the second instalment of this year’s Precept [£1,550] 

had been received and is included in the following balances: 

The amount in the current account is:                                                                           £    105.22 

The amount in the deposit account is:                                                                           £ 4,716.68 

                                                                                                                                Total:    £ 4,821.90 

[b] Invoices presented for payment:  

• Bus Shelter cleaning for July/Aug/Sept’12 

[3 hrs @ £6.08 per hour]………………………………………………….     Amount:    £      18.24 

• Playsafe Ltd – Community Area annual inspection[Sept.’12]  Amount:    £      75.60 

• Clerk’s invoice for salary & expenses 

[July/Aug/Sept.2012]……………………………………………………….      Amount:    £   242.74 

• HM Revenue & Customs…………………………………………………..     Amount:    £     48.16 

• BDO External Audit fee for 2011/12 accounts…………………..     Amount :   £     60.00 

• E-ON – Electricity charges 1.7.12 – 30.09.12……………………..     Amount:    £     13.16 

• P Chaloner: Reimburse Cost/Contract Price for new Web 

Hosting service for LGPC[Minute Ref: 6[h] meeting 10.9.12 refers]            £   113.76 

• Mrs S Hussey – Reimburse cost of 4 new posts for Community 

Area fence [Minute Ref: 6[a] meeting 10.9.12 refers]………..    Amount:     £     19.00 

                                                                                                                             [Page 2 of 3] 

 



After approved invoices have been paid [£590.66] the combined amount held in the 

Accounts will be £4,231.24. 

[c] External Audit: The accounts for 2011/12 have now been officially approved by the 

external auditors, subject to the Council addressing the issue raised relating to the fixed 

assets [i.e. goalposts] included on the Asset Register, which had been revalued in error.  The 

clerk explained that the Council had increased the “value[cost]” amount shown on the 

register from £200 to £550 in January 2012. Whilst amendments can be made, any variances 

should be shown in a separate column, and the Council must ensure that only adjustments 

for additions and disposals are made through ‘box 9’ on the annual return.  Box 9 of the 

Annual Return should be the value of all fixed assets recorded in the fixed assets register, 

measured at cost value or given a proxy cost if the purchase cost is unknown. The cost value 

of assets is not expected to change unless an asset is ever disposed of or scrapped.  The clerk 

had circulated copies of the revised Asset Register, amended to reflect the above in order to 

evidence compliance with the current requirements, and on a Proposition by the Chairman, 

the Council unanimously approved and accepted the Asset Register, as amended.    

The clerk was pleased to report that the accounts had been satisfactory in all other areas, 

and the report was unanimously accepted and approved by the Council.  

[d] Review of Asset Register: No other amendments were made to items included. 

11. EDF – Sizewell C Draft Statement of Community Consultation:  Details of the statement had  

been circulated via email.  It was noted that this is a consultation between EDF Energy and 

SCDC, on which the Parish Council can comment. EDF are hoping to start stage 1 

consultations, which will include consultation with Town/Parish Councils, later this year.  No 

comments were made at this stage. 

12. Election for the Police and Crime Commisioner [PCC] to be held on 15
th

 November’12: The 

information circulated was noted and received.  The Chairman commented that the Parish 

Rooms  would act as a polling station for the election. 

13. Any Other Business: 

[1] A request for a donation had been received from the Disability Advice Service and it was 

agreed to consider this, along with any other requests received, at the November meeting. 

[2] An invitation had been received  to attend S.A.L.C. Annual General Meeting on 12
th

 

November’12 at Haughley Park Barn. 

[3] Details of S.A.L.C.  Code of Conduct briefings   to be held on 10
th

 and 24
th

 October had 

been circulated. 

[4]  Information had been received from SCDC advising that the Fire and Rescue Service is 

offering to go into the homes of elderly and vulnerable people to provide free smoke alarms 

along with Fire Prevention advice. [Clerk to notify Ebb and Flow] 

[5] Philip presented details of the village annual Christmas Party to be held at Glemham Hall 

on Friday 7
th

 December. 

14. Date of next meeting: [Budget meeting]:  Monday 12
th

 November 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed as a correct record……………………………………………………………………………… 

                                                                              Peter Chaloner 

                                                         DATE:          12
th

 November 2012 
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