LITTLE GLEMHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on
Monday 10th May 2010 in the Parish Room

Election of Chairman:  The Council unanimously voted in Mr Peter Chaloner as the Chairman.
Present from the Council:  Mr Peter Chaloner [Chairman], Sue Hussey; Stuart Hogg; Graham Peck; Roger Blyth; Ceri Gleeson; Pat Trinder [Clerk]
Apologies for Absence: Philip Hope-Cobbold; PCSO Thora Taylor;
Present from the Public: Colin Hart [District & County Councillor]
Declaration of Interest:  None

Minutes of the last meeting: The Minutes of the meeting held on 12th April 2010 were unanimously adopted and signed as a correct record.

Matters arising from the April 2010 Council meeting:
[a] Community Area: A few minor issues were noted during the April inspection, including the broken weatherboard on the hut, wear and tear of the football net, rabbit holes and overflowing waste bin. It was agreed that regular emptying of the bin should be included on the monthly inspection rota forms. The Chairman proposed to arrange a date for the next working party to deal with regular maintenance and other outstanding issues at the June Council meeting.
[b] Maintenance of highways/pavements/footpaths:  SCC had advised that repairs to the reported pot holes in Church Road were imminent. With regard to the overgrown footpath from School House to Glemham Hall, contractors had been instructed to cut back the overgrown vegetation to reinstate the footpath surface area. It was agreed to monitor the situation.
[c] SNT – Police presence: A copy of the annual police report presented at the Annual Parish Meeting will be filed with Minutes.  
[d] Community Speedwatch scheme: The clerk reported that she was still awaiting scheme details and costings, in the light of PCSO Thora Taylor’s absence this-evening. It was therefore agreed to defer further discussions until the next meeting. Replying to a question from Colin Hart, the Chairman felt that, by and large, the 30 
             mph speed restriction was fairly well observed in the rush hour, but volume of traffic 
             and vehicle speed did sometimes cause problems for people trying to cross the A12.  
             Other possible long-term options, such as the provision of a pelican crossing or a by-
             pass  were mentioned briefly, but councillors appreciated that the funding implications
             were likely to prove prohibitive. After further general discussion on EDF Energy’s new
             build plans at Sizewell, it was agreed to take up Colin Hart’s suggestion to invite a
             representative from EDF to address a future Parish Council meeting on the broader
             issues and likely impact of their proposals on the community. A.P. Clerk 
             [e] Neighbourhood Watch: Nothing to report.

Planning
[a] SCDC Town & Parish Planning Forum: Informing session on Planning Processes & Guidance: Tuesday 8th June’10 at the Riverside Centre 7-9 p.m. The Council unanimously accepted the clerk’s offer to attend on behalf of the Council.

Finance: 
[a] Financial Update:
The amount in the current account is:                                                    £  110.20
The amount in the deposit account [including the 1st
  instalment of the 2010/11 Precept] is:                                                    2,713.11
                                                                                                 Total:    £2,823.31

After approved invoice has been paid [£8.96] the combined amount held in the accounts will be £2,814.35.
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[b] Invoice/s approved to be paid:
	Clerk’s invoice for backdated increase in hourly 

Rates by 0.083pence per hr effective from 01.04.09: Amount: £ 8.96
            [c]  Details of the 2009/10 National Final Salary Award for Local Council Clerks –
                  effective from 01.04.09 was approved and adopted, as follows:
                    Part-time clerk’s hourly rates: SCP [Spinal Column Point] 15:
                      Increase from present £8.261p/hour to £8.344p/hour
                    Car Allowances for Local Council Clerks: 
                      Increase from present 58.7p per mile to 60.1p per mile
           [d]  Review of Clerk’s Salary: Proposed incremental scale increase: At present the
                  clerk’s hourly rate is based on SCP 15 [£8.344p/hour]
                  A proposal to increase to SCP 16 [£8.545p/hour] with immediate effect, was
                  unanimously approved and adopted.
           N.B. It was noted that details of the 2010/11 National Final Salary Award for Local
                  Council Clerks have not yet been agreed

          [e] Council Precept 2010/2011: The first tranche of the precept [£1,450] had been 
                received.
          [f]  Signing off Annual Return for 2009/10: The full accounts had been presented at
                the last meeting and the council unanimously agreed that they should be accepted
                and signed off ready for the internal audit.                
                Council Insurance:  It was noted that the addition of the new stile at the 
                Community Area, value £248, to the council’s policy had incurred a pro rata
                additional premium of £1.32 which insurers had agreed to carry over to renewal
                date in 2010.
Litter Pick for 2010: Most councillors had completed their designated areas.
Any Other Business:
[a] SCDC Proposed Service Changes:  It was noted that from 2011 the verge cutting regime will be reduced from 17 cuts per year down to 14 cuts per year.
[b] Little Glemham Hedgerow Survey completion: Copies of the results and letter of appreciation to Glennis Pytches for her work on the parish hedgerow survey had been circulated and the Council unanimously agreed to also send a letter of thanks. It was also agreed to find out how often the hedgerow survey is undertaken for future reference.
[c] S.C.C.: Passenger Transport Service delivery in the Suffolk Coastal District: The Council has been invited to nominate a representative to attend a meeting on 30th June at Blaxhall Village Hall, 6.30 – 8.30 p.m. to consider the data from the consultation surveys carried out in the autumn/winter of 2009/10. It was agreed to include this on next month’s agenda.
[d] The council had been advised that following the successful implementation of the alternate week collection refuse and recycling service, Suffolk Coastal Services will be carrying out a review of the collection rounds over the next 12 months. The primary aim of the review will be to maximise efficiency by reorganising and rationalising the rounds to reduce fuel usage, etc. In order to achieve these efficiencies it may be necessary to make changes to the day of collection in some areas. These will be notified to the council well in advance of any implementation and individual residents would be notified in writing of any changes.

Date of next meeting: Monday 14th June 2010 at 8.00 p.m.





Signed as a correct record…………………………………………………………
                                                            Peter Chaloner

                                             Date:     14th June 2010 
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