
LITTLE GLEMHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 

Monday 9th March 2015 in the Parish Room 

 

1. Present from the Council: Mr Peter Chaloner [Chairman] Roger Blyth; Philip Hope-Cobbold; 

Tony Eaves; Ceri Larman; Kate Burt; Pat Trinder [Clerk] 

2. Present from the Public: None 

3. Apologies for Absence: Stephen Burroughes [County Councillor] PCSO Thora Taylor; 

4. Declaration of Interest: None 

5. Minutes of the last meeting: The Minutes of the meeting held on 9th February 2015 were 

unanimously adopted and signed as a correct record 

6. Matters Arising from the 9th February Council meeting: 

a. [i] Community Area update: Roger advised that he had carried out two inspections 

during February and there had been no major issues of concern. He agreed to repair the 

damaged fence wire as soon as possible. Peter reported that he had replaced a missing 

pane of glass from the hut. March inspections to be carried out by Tony, as scheduled. 

[ii] Improvements to Community Area play facilities: Circulation of questionnaire: 

Peter was disappointed to report that only 6 completed forms had been returned, 4 to 

the pub and a further 2 delivered direct to him. There had been no response to the 

online survey.  Two of the respondents had indicated that they had children living at 

home and a further four had grandchildren who visited.  General comments had been 

made about the lack of equipment compared to elsewhere, dog fouling, a suggestion for 

a wind turbine to supply electricity to the village and a request for more benches. There 

was a brief discussion on the Council’s present policy to encourage responsible dog 

owners to use the Community Area , which everyone present felt should remain 

unaltered.  Peter summarised the other information on each of the forms received and 

reluctantly concluded that the low response indicated a certain degree of apathy and 

surmised that parishioners did not view the project as a priority. Tony acknowledged 

that the data received was not significant, but urged the Council not to abandon the 

project. He suggested that, because the questionnaire had been circulated as an insert in 

the Ebb and Flow, it might have detracted from the significance of the survey. Some 

residents, for example, may not read the monthly magazine straight away, if at all, and 

therefore would not have noticed the enclosed form. He therefore proposed that 

another questionnaire should be individually addressed and hand delivered to each 

household, hopefully to ensure a better response.  He volunteered to undertake the 

delivery of the forms. Kate supported Tony’s proposal and offered to help deliver the 

forms.  She strongly felt that ‘no further action’ was not an option and the Council 

should instead focus on the long term benefits of providing a Community area with play 

facilities that the village could be proud of. Peter referred to previous initiatives in the 

village which had also failed to elicit a positive response from residents, and questioned 

whether this further action was a justified use of limited council resources. After further 

frank discussion, it was agreed to proceed with Tony’s proposal, and the clerk was 

authorised to get 140 copies of the form, plus envelopes, to be distributed as outlined 

above; mutually convenient timescale to be agreed. [A.P. Clerk; Tony; Kate] 

b. Maintenance of highways/pavements/footpaths: Nothing to report. 

c. SNT Police Report: A written report, providing details of the one crime for Little 

Glemham during February, had been circulated [Copy to be filed with minutes] The 

Chairman commented that these details had also been included on the Neighbourhood 

Watch website 

                                                                                                                            [Page 1 of 3] 



d. Neighbourhood Watch Update: Regular updates were included on the Council website. 

e. Refurbishment of Village Sign:  There had been no further news about the progress of 

the project. Councillors were aware of the complexity of the work involved; the clerk 

was asked to contact David Wright to obtain an update on the project timescale. [A.P. 

Clerk] 

f. Four Village Bypass Working Party Update: The Chairman had nothing further to report; 

As noted at the last Council meeting ,EDF’s Phase 2 consultation had been postponed 

until June, and matters in general were ‘winding down’ until after the forthcoming May 

elections. 

g. Sizewell C Update: Sizewell C Engagement event on 11th March’15: The Chairman and 

Kate had confirmed that they would attend this event, when it was likely that organisers 

would outline their strategy for the next public consultation. 

The Chairman remained encouraged that both the District and County Councils, and the 

bypass group, were working together to make a strong case for government funding. 

Kate expressed her concern regarding a comment made by Dr. Dan Poulter during 

recent discussions, suggesting that the Government would not provide any more money 

unless Suffolk County Council secured funds from EDF. The Chairman hoped that more 

detailed information would be forthcoming at the meeting on 11th March. 

h. Provision of litter bin: A12: Matter still ongoing; nothing further to report. 

7. Suffolk County Councillor’s Report:  Copies of Stephen’s written report had been circulated 

via email and were taken as read and received. The Chairman confirmed that he would be 

attending the SCC Divisional Briefing at Gt. Glemham Village hall on the 25th March and 

would report back at the next meeting. 

8. District Councillor’s Report: Nothing to report. 

9. Planning: Nothing to report. 

10. S.A.L.C. – Procedural matters: Information received {LA15 1375] The Electronic Summons: 

Amendment to the Local Government Act 1972 para 10[2][b]The information received had 

been circulated via email and was taken as read. It was agreed to check the Council’s existing 

Standing Orders and present any proposed revisions to accommodate the changes outlined, 

if required, at the next meeting. [A.P. Clerk] 

11. Finance: 

a. Financial Update: 

The amount in the current account is:                                                                   £       33.58 

The amount in the deposit account is:                                                                    £ 4,821.67 

                                                                                                                       Total:      £ 4,855.25 

b. Invoices for Payment:  None 

       The combined amount held in the accounts remains at £4,855.25 

c. VAT Reclamation for 2014/15:  The clerk reported that an amount of £79.39 had been 

claimed. 

d. Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities [LAIS 1372 Document] Full details of the 

timetable and summary requirements for December 2014 – July 2016 relating to the 

implementation of the Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities and the forthcoming 

changes to the external audit regime had been circulated and the information noted. 

e. Automatic Precept Referendums [LAIS 1373 Document} Full details of the 

Government’s decision not to apply automatic precept referendums to local councils in 

2015-16 had been circulated and the information noted.  The Chairman felt that Parish 

Councils could, in the future, have referendums forced on them if increases were not 

kept to a minimum, bearing in mind the average precept increase of less than 2% for 

District and County Councils, compared to an average increase of little over 14% for 

Parish Councils. 
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f. LAIS 1374 – Councillor Travel Expenses: The information received had been circulated 

via email and noted [Copy to be kept on file] 

12. Litter Pick 2015: The clerk had contacted SCDC regarding the supply of black sacks, recycling 

sacks and rubber gloves. Some amendments were made to the previously assigned areas of 

the village. Council to organise a mutually convenient date at the next meeting.  

13. Any Other Business: 

a. Information had been received advising that Suffolk Coastal will be re-publishing their 

Register  of Electors on 2 March 2015 [based on the new warding pattern] 

b. The clerk was asked to send a letter of condolence on behalf of the Council to Mr 

Geoffrey Fairhead following his recent bereavement. 

14. Date of next meeting: Monday 13th April 2015 at 8.00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed as a correct record…………………………………………………………… 

                                                                Peter Chaloner 

                                                                Chairman 

                                                Date:      13th April 2015 
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