
LITTLE GLEMHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Council meeting held on 

Monday 11th April 2016 in the Parish Room 

 

1. Present from the Council: Peter Chaloner [Chairman] Philip Hope-Cobbold; Ceri Larman; 

Claire Peck; Roger Blyth; Pat Trinder [Clerk] 

2. Present from the Public: Carol Poulter [District Councillor] Annette Cresswell; Mr Frank 

Hilder; Ms Emma Angell; Lindsay Last; Mrs R McSweeney; Betty Chapman;  

3. Apologies for Absence: Tony Eaves; Stephen Burroughes [County Councillor] 

4. Declaration of Interest: None 

5. Minutes of the last meeting: On a Proposition by the Chairman, Seconded by Cllr. Ceri 

Larman, the Minutes of the last meeting held on 14th March 2016 were unanimously 

adopted and signed as a correct record. 

6. Matters Arising from the 14th March Council meeting: 

a. [i]  Community Area Update: Roger reported that the shed door had been left swinging 

open in windy conditions and needed some attention; there were no new matters of 

concern. Referring to the 5 broken fence posts, the Chairman advised that he only had 

one spare post in stock.  Roger agreed to purchase a further six posts, along with a 

suitable preservative to refurbish the commemorative seat, invoice for payment to be 

forwarded to the clerk.  Once he had the materials, he would liaise with the Chairman to 

arrange a working party date. Mr Hilder reported that he had repaired the small gate 

and confirmed that he would be happy to help with further repairs and maintenance 

work, if notified of the planned date. [A.P. Chairman; Roger Blyth] 

[ii] Improvements to the Community Area Play facilities, to include the possibility of 

car parking provision: The Chairman referred to discussions at the last meeting when 

residents had voiced their objections to the suggested locations for car parking 

provision, being considered by the Council.  It had therefore been agreed to reconsider  

the proposals and the Chairman wished to put another option on the table [details 

already circulated to councillors] to convert the triangular piece of land, next to the 

Community Area, into a car park.  Whilst previous efforts to progress this option had 

failed, because SCDC had intimated, at that time, that approval would be refused due to 

the site’s proximity to nearby houses, the Chairman felt it would be worthwhile to seek 

the Planning Authority’s present attitude to such a proposal. The outline drawing was 

passed round for residents to see and whilst some concern was raised about the 

narrowness of the road which would impact on the entrance and exit point to the site, 

those present had no objections in principle, to the proposal being taken further. It was 

acknowledged by all parties that if this option progressed, further consultation with the 

public would be undertaken, to seek a general consensus.  After further discussion, Carol 

Poulter agreed to get planners’ advice on the proposal, to see if, in principle, the 

planning authority would support a planning application. With regard to Cllr. Roger 

Blyth’s suggestion to create a lay-bye, from the play area up the street to provide both 

road widening and car parking provision, in one scheme, Carol Poulter strongly felt that 

the costs would be prohibitive. [A.P. Carol Poulter] 

b. Maintenance of highways/pavements/footpaths: The Chairman reported that the 

storm drains along the south side of the A12 are blocked again and it was agreed to 

report the matter to Highways. Mr Frank Hilder reported that the footpaths alongside 

the A12 are impassable in places due to overgrown verges encroaching on the paths, It 

was agreed to report this to Highways, on safety grounds.  [A.P. Clerk;]                                                                                               

c. Neighbourhood Watch Update:  The Chairman commented that he had not received 

any reports for the last two weeks; A recent scam relating to the sale of air source heat 

pumps was on the website.                                                                              [Page 1 of 4] 



d. Refurbishment of Village Sign: The Chairman reported that David Wright was making 

good progress. He had completed sixty percent of the painting, and once completed the 

last step will be to spray the sign with varnish. David was hopeful that the project will be 

completed by the end of May.  

e. Four Village Bypass Working Party Update:  Nothing further to report. 

f. Sizewell C: Update: Nothing further to report. 

g. Litter Pick 2016:  The clerk confirmed that all the materials for the litter pick had been 

ordered from SCDC. The Chairman reminded councillors and members of the public who 

were taking part, to assemble at the Parish Room at 10.00 a.m. on Saturday 23rd May. 

h. Request for Provision of another ‘Fido’ dog waste bin in the village: This was raised by 

members of the public at the last meeting, and on a Proposition by the Chairman, it was 

agreed to proceed with the purchase of another ‘Fido’ dog waste bin, to be positioned at 

an appropriate place at the top of Shop Lane. [A.P. Clerk] 

7. Suffolk County Councillor’s Report:  Copies of Stephen’s written reported had been 

circulated and taken as read and received. The Chairman noted from the report that twenty 

new temporary vehicle activated signs have been purchased by the Suffolk Roadsafe Board; 

the new signs can be moved around to different locations across the county and each 

location will share the device for approximately two weeks, three times a year. It was agreed 

to ask for Little Glemham to be included in the initiative. The Chairman further commented 

that Stephen Burroughes had offered to fund a mobile speed limit sign from his Locality 

Budget and on a Proposition by the Chairman, it was agreed to approach neighbouring 

parishes [Marlesford, Hacheston, Parham] with a view to sharing the facility. [A.P. Clerk] 

8.  District Councillor’s Report: Carol Poulter reported on District Council matters, including: 

• Four Village Bypass [Suffolk’s Energy Gateway]: A positive meeting between MPs 

and interested parties was held three weeks ago to try to secure funding for the 

bypass. Unfortunately there is no money this year but the Government is 

‘favourably’ considering the matter further. 

• Council Tax Increase – Carol commented that no-one had raised concerns with her 

about this matter. 

• SCDC and WDC are engaged in ongoing talks about further collaboration to achieve 

economies of scale, without any reduction in front line services. 

• Queens 90th birthday celebrations: Carol asked if Little Glemham had plans to 

commemorate this event, as she would be pleased to offer some funding from her 

Locality Budget. Cllr. Philip Hope-Cobbold confirmed that the ‘beacon’ would be lit 

at a public event to be held at Glemham Hall on the 21st April [full details available 

on the website]  

• Replying to a question from Ms Emma Angell, Carol confirmed that the District 

Council did have grant funding that could be used to improve the Community Area 

play equipment, and she was aware that Cllr. Tony Eves was pursuing this option, 

along with other funding options, prior to the preparation of a business plan for the 

project.  Lindsay Last commented that Sport England had funding for outside adult 

sport equipment and wondered if the Council had considered providing facilities to 

meet the needs of a wider age group.  For residents’ information, the Chairman 

advised that following the feedback received from last year’s consultation/survey, 

the Council had agreed to provide two extra pieces of equipment [slide & climbing 

frame] with an estimated budget of £20,000, and the Council is in the process of 

putting together a business plan for the two phases of the proposal; Stage 1 – the 

play area, and Stage 2 – the car park. Cllr. Tony Eaves was leading the project, and In 

view of his absence from tonight’s meeting, the Chairman proposed that further 

information relating to the timescale etc. would be provided at the next meeting. 
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9. Planning 

a. Carol Poulter confirmed that the recent planning consultation went through full Council 

last week. 

b. LAIs1388 Planning Changes: Copies of the documents had been circulated. The Chairman 

referred to changes that have resulted in the national scheme being split into two tiers, 

i.e. outline, followed by detailed technical proposals, and was concerned that 

consultation with local councils for the second stage is now optional. He felt strongly 

that Parish Councils should always be consulted.  Carol provided some background 

information on this issue and reassured councillors that they would continue to be 

consulted on planning applications within their parish. On a Proposition by the 

Chairman, it was agreed to register the Council’s concerns in this matter. [A.P. Clerk] 

c. Carol reported that SCDC has now submitted its Core Strategy. 

 

10. Finance 

a. Financial Update:  

The amount in the current account is:                                                       £     17.05 

The amount in the deposit account is:                                                       £5,300.06 

                                                                                                        Total:        £5,317.11 

b. Invoices for Payment: 

• Bus Shelter cleaning for Jan/Feb/March’16 

[3 hours @ £6.70 per hour]……………………….. …. Amount:        £      20.10 

• Clerk’s invoice for salary & expenses 

[Jan/Feb/March 2016]…………………………………… Amount:         £    363.32 

• E-ON – Street Lighting: Jan-March2016…………. Amount:         £      19.91 

• Pearce & Kemp Ltd – Street Lighting 

Annual maintenance contract……………………….. Amount:          £    67.80 

After payment of the above invoices [£471.13] the combined amount held in the accounts is 

£4,845.98. It was noted that the final invoice for the S.A.L.C. subscription for 2016/17 had 

not yet been received and would be dealt with at the next meeting. 

 

c. S.A.L.C. – Public Contracts Regulations 2015 – Impact on the Standing Orders and 

Financial regulations adopted by councils: Copies of the documentation relating to 

Legislative changes to Model Financial Regulations [MFRs] Nod. MFR 1.6, MFR 6.4 and 

Incorporation of the specific requirements of The Public Contracts Regulations 2015 in 

MFR 11 had been circulated and on a Proposition by the Chairman, it was unanimously 

agreed to amend the Council’s Financial Regulations to reflect the changes.[A.P. Clerk] 

d. Signing off of Accounts for 2015/16: The full accounts had been circulated via email, 

prior to the April meeting and the clerk confirmed that no queries/questions had been 

raised by councillors. On a Proposition by the Chairman, councillors unanimously 

RESOLVED that the accounts should be accepted, as presented, and signed off ready for 

the internal audit. [A.P. Clerk] 

11. Election of the Police and Crime Commissioner for Suffolk Police Area: 5th May 2016: Full 

details had been circulated and the appropriate Notice of Election displayed in the parish 

noticeboard. 

12.  Parish Council Annual Meeting: Monday 16th May 2016: It was agreed to ask Stephen 

Burroughes to provide a report on County Council matters and Carol Poulter to provide a 

report on District Council matters. It was also agreed to invite representatives of the Parish 

Room Committee; Parochial Church Council; Keep Fit Club; The Debney Trust; 

Neighbourhood Watch and the police to present an annual report at this year’s meeting. 

[A.P. Clerk] 
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13. Any Other Business 

a. Mr Hilder agreed to forward illustrative details of problems he had noted during 

footpath inspections, mainly concerning access issues. 

b. Lindsay Last wished to comment on her, and other residents’, attendance at last 

month’s meeting, when they had felt unwelcome.  She thought it would have been 

helpful if introductions had been made and Parish Council protocol explained, and whilst 

acknowledging the poor acoustics in the hall, residents had great difficulty in hearing 

what was being said, because of the seating arrangements. There were many residents 

who wished to get more involved in village issues, and in her view the proceedings had 

not been conducive to good interaction between parishioners and councillors. The 

Chairman noted the comments that had been made and was very sorry to learn that 

residents had felt unwelcome and excluded from proceedings, which was certainly not 

the Council’s intention. Councillors very much welcomed public support and 

involvement in parish matters and strived towards conducting their business in a 

wholehearted and transparent way. The Chairman thanked residents for attending and 

participating so frankly in the discussions.  

14. Date of next meeting: Monday 16th May 2016 at 8.00 pm. [Parish & Parish Council Annual 

meetings] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed as a correct record…………………………………………………………………….. 

                                                               Peter Chaloner 

                                                               Chairman 

                                          DATE:         16th May 2016 
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