
LITTLE GLEMHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 

Monday 14th April 2014 

 

1. Present from the Council: Peter Chaloner [Chairman] Kate Burt; Philip Hope-Cobbold; Stuart 

Hogg; Sue Hussey; Pat Trinder [Clerk] 

2. Present from the Public: Mr Dean; 

3. Apologies for Absence: Roger Blyth; Ceri Larman; Stephen Burroughes [County Councillor] 

PCSO Thora Taylor; 

4. Declaration of Interest:  None 

5. Minutes of the last meeting: The Minutes of the meeting held on 10th March 2014 were 

unanimously adopted and signed as a correct record. 

6. Matters arising from the l0th March Council meeting: 

a. Community Area Update: Peter reported on a successful working party held on 16th 

March when the new grass safety matting had been put down; 2 of the 3 broken fence 

posts had been replaced; repairs carried out to the shed door; swing supports had been 

painted with preservative; and several rabbit holes had been filled in. Sue reported slight 

strimmer damage to the picnic table legs and further deterioration of one of the large 

swing seats, which was very badly cracked. Councillors agreed that both of the large 

swing seats should be replaced; replacements to be ordered. It was noted that some 

damage had been caused by children climbing over the fence, rather than using the stile, 

to access the adjoining wooded area to play. Kate questioned whether the Council could 

be held responsible for any accidents or damage caused by this activity. The Chairman 

confirmed that the Council had adequate insurance cover in place for the community 

area, which was rented by the Council; the adjoining area was the responsibility of the 

landowner. Kate reported that she had removed a rusty tin bath from the play area; 

Stuart thought that this had originally been situated in the adjoining allotments. The 

clerk was asked to contact SCDC about the fido bin, which was not being emptied 

regularly.  [A.P. Clerk] 

b. Maintenance of highways/pavements/footpaths: Stuart reported that half of the 

potholes in Shop Lane had been repaired;  

c. SNT Police Report:  A written report had been circulated. [Copy to be filed with Minutes] 

d. Neighbourhood Watch Update:  The Chairman continued to receive regular updates 

which were included on the LGPC website. 

e. Refurbishment of Village Sign: Stuart agreed to try to contact David Wright to obtain an 

up-to-date progress report for the next meeting. [A.P. Stuart] 

f. Four Village Bypass Working Party: Kate updated the Council on progress made since 

her report at the last meeting. The working party had agreed to ask each Parish Council 

for a £25 contribution towards future strategies, including producing posters to be 

displayed along the A12 etc. and the Chairman asked for a written request in this regard 

to be sent to the clerk. There was a further lengthy and frank discussion on the present 

situation and in particular the implications of what some perceived to be a lack of 

motivation by some interested parties to progress the four village bypass as a top 

priority. 

g. Litter Pick 2014:  The gloves, rubbish sacks, and recycling sacks received from SCDC were 

distributed to the council.  Some amendments were made to the previously assigned 

areas of the village. Councillors supported the Chairman’s proposal that, rather than 

identify a specific date for the litter pick, councillors should clear their assigned areas as 

soon as conveniently possible, after the Easter holiday.                                 [Page 1 of 4] 

 



h. Sizewell C Update: The Chairman reported on his attendance at the Community Forum 

meeting held on 27th March, also attended by Kate.  He summarised some of the 

discussion points, and outlined in greater detail the presentation made on the 

accommodation strategy. There had been a lot of opposition from those present to EDF 

Energy’s preferred option of building a single campus for the workforce, which EDF 

thought would enable more cost effective facilities to be provided and have less traffic 

impact. Those opposed to this option felt that the difficulty with the single campus 

proposal was that there would be no legacy and the community would therefore not 

benefit in the longer term.   On balance, the Chairman felt that EDF had a valid 

argument; Kate urged the Council and other interested parties to take every opportunity 

to put forward their views to enable local opinion to be included at every stage of the 

development.  Formal minutes of the meeting were awaited and would be circulated 

[A.P. Clerk] 

 

7. Suffolk County Councillor’s Report:    

a. Framlingham Area Parishes briefing – 14th May 2014: Details of the initiative by Stephen 

Burroughes to set up regular quarterly briefing sessions with parish chairman had been 

circulated. The Chairman had confirmed his attendance on behalf of LGPC. 

b. Update on ‘SCDC outdoor playing space funding scheme’ relating to proposals to 

improve the community area facilities: Stephen had confirmed that SCDC Play Space 

money is available, plus he also has access to the new SCDC ‘Enabling Budget’. He would, 

however, need detailed costs for any proposal, before proceeding further. Most 

councillors had seen the play equipment brochures that had been in circulation.  The 

Chairman commented again on the high cost of new equipment, and associated safety 

surfacing that would be required, which could prove to be prohibitive. There was a 

general discussion on the suitability of various types of equipment and the viability of 

the project. It was agreed that to move forward the council would firstly need to 

formulate a detailed plan, with associated costings, and in this regard Kate was 

nominated to have a look at some of the existing similar facilities in nearby parishes, 

such as Wickham Market, for example, and obtain information about scheme costs and 

funding sources.  This factual information can then be presented to the Council for 

further consideration.   [A.P. Kate]     

c. Provision of litter bin: lay-bye on A12: [To be funded by Stephen Burroughes via a new 

SCDC Enabling Budget] Stephen was still trying to progress this issue and had taken the 

matter up with the Chief Executive of SCDC. 

d. Report on meeting held at SCC Highways office on 21st March to discuss traffic calming 

measures, including ‘flashing speed limit signs’, etc. attended by the Chairman and 

Stephen Burroughes:  The Chairman briefly summarised the constructive discussions 

that had taken place. It had been agreed that two of the main problems were non-

compliance with the 30 mph speed limit and unexpected queues of traffic. Highways 

were thinking of changing some of the road edge markings to calm traffic. Highways do 

not provide permanent ‘flashing speed limit signs’ any more, but LGPC could apply to 

use one of the temporary mobile signs, which are available. The siting of the sign could 

be alternated at each end of the village. It was noted that two standing posts would be 

required.  Alternatively, Stephen could fund the purchase of a sign from his Locality 

Budget, and the mobile sign could then he shared with other parishes in his ward. 

Councillors agreed with the Chairman that the latter suggestion would be more practical 

and beneficial for the village. 

8. District Councillor’s Report: Nothing further to report.   
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9. Planning: 

a. Application ref: DC/14/1022: 6 Streetfield, Church Road: Remove defective out house 

and conservatory to erect kitchen/dining room: No objections had been raised. 

Application approved.  

10. Finance: 

a. Financial Update: 

The amount in the current account is                                                                  £      94.90 

The amount in the deposit account is                                                                     4,269.77 

                                                                                                                        Total: £ 4,364.17 

b. Invoices for payment: 

• Bus Shelter cleaning for Jan/Feb/Mar’14 

[3 hours @ £6.31 per hour]…………………………….. Amount:                         18.93 

• Clerk’s invoice for salary & expenses 

[Jan/Feb/March’14]………………………………………… Amount:                      332.72 

• E-ON – Street lighting: Jan-March 2014………….. Amount:                         12.87 

• S.A.L.C. subscription 2014/15………………………… Amount:                       120.00 

      After payment of the above invoices [£484.52] the combined amount held in the  

      Accounts is £3,879.65. 

c. S.A.L.C.  – Consultation on a draft transparency code for Parish and Town Councils with 

a turnover not exceeding £25,000: The information received from S.A.L.C. had been 

circulated. No objections were raised and on a Proposition by the Chairman, the Council 

unanimously RESOLVED to receive and accept the new draft Transparency code.  

d. S.A.L.C. – Financial briefings received: 

• Repeal of s.150[5] of the Local Government Act 1972 – To consider using 

alternative methods of payment other than cheques:  NALC’s financial briefing  

on changes to the law had been circulated. On a Proposition by the Chairman, 

the Council unanimously RESOLVED to retain the present two signature rule and 

to make no other changes to their current methods of payment. 

• New draft Model Financial Regulations: Copies of the new draft model financial 

regulations had been circulated.  The Chairman went through the draft 

document and outlined the amendments he proposed to implement. No 

objections were raised to the proposed alterations, and councillors unanimously 

supported his proposal to produce and circulate a final draft, amended as 

discussed, to be ratified at the annual meeting in May.  

• Accounting for council tax support grant in a council’s Annual Return: The 

information received had been circulated and it was noted that the clerk had 

already satisfactorily complied with the directive. 

e. Signing off of accounts for 2013/14: The full accounts had been circulated via email, 

prior to the April meeting and the clerk confirmed that no queries/questions had been 

raised.  On a Proposition by the Chairman, councillors unanimously RESOLVED that the 

accounts should be accepted, as presented, and signed off ready for the internal audit. 

[A.P. Clerk] 

11. Parish Council Annual Meeting: Monday 12th May 2014: It was agreed to ask Stephen 

Burroughes to provide a report on County Council matters, and Cllr. Ray Herring to provide a 

report on District Council matters. It was also agreed to invite representatives of the Parish 

Room Committee; Parochial Church Council; Keep Fit Club; the Debney Trust and PCSO 

Thora Taylor to present an annual report at this year’s meeting. It was also agreed to include 

discussion on proposals to improve the community area facilities. [A.P. Clerk] 
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12. Any Other Business: 

a. The Chairman was very sorry to report that he had received a letter of resignation from 

Sue. Councillors joined the Chairman in thanking Sue for her dedicated hard work during 

her term as a parish councillor. On a Proposition by the Chairman, councillors 

unanimously RESOLVED to declare and advertise a Casual Vacancy, and if a bye-election 

is not called for [requiring ten or more electors to call for an election in writing within 

the statutory timescale] LGPC is thereafter empowered to fill the vacancy by co-option. 

N.B. Cllr. Kate Burt was appointed as a cheque signatory, to replace Cllr. Sue Hussey.   

[A.P. Clerk] 

b. Philip reported that work had started on the major repairs to the church. 

c. Philip was pleased to report that just under £2000 had been raised at the ‘Broadside 

Boys’ event, attended by approximately 170 people, held at Glemham Hall on 8th March. 

d. Stuart reported that the commemorative bench on the Knoll appeared to be damaged 

beyond repair. The Chairman agreed to have a look at the seat and report back at the 

next meeting. 

e. Sue offered to tidy up the trees opposite Streetfield, that had been damaged by a 

hedge-cutter. She also confirmed her willingness to continue to monitor the grit bin in 

Church Road; 

f. Mr Dean commented on some of the play equipment at Hacheston, which was very 

popular with younger children. He also referred to earlier discussions relating to Sizewell 

C and asked how many people would be employed. The Chairman understood that there 

would be a peak workforce of 5,600 of which 3,600 would be non-home based. 

 

13. Date of next meeting: [Parish and Parish Council Annual meetings] Monday 12th May 2014 

at 8.00 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed as a correct record………………………………………………………………………………………. 

                                                                               Peter Chaloner 

                                                                               Chairman 

                                                    DATE;               12TH May 2014 
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