
LITTLE GLEMHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Council meeting held on  

Monday 8
th

 April 2013 in the Parish Room 

 

1. Present from the Council: Mr Peter Chaloner [Chairman] Stuart Hogg; Roger Blyth; Pat 

Trinder [Clerk] 

2. Present from the Public: None 

3. Apologies for absence: Ceri Larman; Sue Hussey; Philip Hope-Cobbold; Colin Hart [County 

Councillor] PCSO Thora Taylor; 

4. Declaration of Interest: None 

5. Minutes of the last meeting:  The Minutes of the meeting held on 11
th

 March 2013 were 

unanimously adopted and signed as a correct record. 

 

6. Matters Arising from the March 11
th

 Council meeting: 

[a] Community Area Update: Peter reported that  another of the hut windows had been 

stolen, which he will be able to replace from his stock of spares. Roger advised that he would 

paint the new wood on the apexes of the shed roof in May, when he was carrying out the 

routine monthly inspection. No other major issues were reported. 

[b] Maintenance of highways/pavements/footpaths:  Footpath leading from the A12 up to 

Glemham Hall Lodge: An update awaited from Highways on when the necessary clearance 

work will be undertaken. [A.P. Clerk]  Peter reported that the overgrown hedge outside The 

White House, Main Road, had been cut back. 

[c]SNT – Police Report: A written report, advising that no crimes had been recorded for the 

village, had been circulated [Copy to be filed with Minutes] 

[d] New co-ordinator for Neighbourhood Watch:  There had been no response yet, to the 

advert included in the April edition of the Ebb and Flow. Stuart advised that Geoffrey 

Fairhead had expressed a tentative interest in the position.  Councillors welcomed this news 

and agreed to leave the matter in abeyance for a further month.  

[e] Proposed refurbishment of the village sign: Stuart reported that David Wright would 

need help to dismantle the existing sign to enable him to make a template. The Chairman 

was sure that this would not present a problem, and Stuart agreed to liaise further with 

David regarding a convenient date.  

[f] Four Village Bypass Working Party:  Stuart reported that things had been relatively quiet, 

following the public Sizewell C consultation.  He felt it was important to keep the 

momentum going and would try to progress matters and arrange a further meeting of the 

Working Party in due course.  The Chairman referred to the contributions LGPC had already 

paid towards the administrative costs associated with the Sizewell C consultation. Whilst 

acknowledging that these were not unreasonable, he did not recall having received any 

formal request at the outset, relating to this arrangement. Stuart agreed to report on future 

likely costs at the next meeting. [A.P. Stuart]  Peter reported that he would be attending a 

meeting of the Sizewell C Community Forum on the 25
th

 April.  

[g] Annual Litter Pick 2013: It was agreed to defer setting a date for the litter pick until the 

next meeting. 

[h] SCDC: Modifications to pre-submission Suffolk Coastal Core Strategy & Development 

Management Policies Plan Document [The Core Strategy] The clerk confirmed that she had 

not received any further comments from councillors, prior to the deadline of 5
th

 April.  In line 

with the Chairman’s proposal, therefore,  no comments had been submitted to SCDC and 

the papers had been filed. 
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[i] Members’ Register of Interests: The clerk confirmed that she had forwarded all 

outstanding paper forms to SCDC, who had agreed to transpose the details onto their online 

system. The Chairman commented that the online system had not yet been updated, and 

the clerk was asked to check the present position. [A.P. Clerk] 

 

7. District Councillor’s Report: The clerk confirmed that she had provided details of LGPC 

future meeting dates as requested, but had not yet received a reply. [A.P. Clerk] 

8. LGPC – Casual Vacancy: The clerk advised that SCDC had confirmed that as a bye-election 

had not been called for, the vacancy may be filled by co-option by the Parish Council, as 

soon as practicable, after the 9
th

 April 2013.  Councillors supported the Chairman’s 

proposition to put an advert in the next edition of the Ebb and Flow. [A.P. Clerk] 

 

9. Planning 

a. Planning Application Ref: C12/2594 – The Old School House, Main Road: Replace 

window in rear elevation.  To ratify the decision submitted to SCDC by the deadline of 3
rd

 

April’13. The application details had been circulated to councillors. No objections had 

been raised and councillors supported the Chairman’s proposal to support the 

application.  

b. SCDC Outdoor Playing Space Funding Scheme – Sport Application, Marlesford 

Community Council:   Full details of the application were circulated. It was noted that 

the current balance available for the Hacheston Group is £27,315.98. Parishes within the 

group, which include Farnham, Great Glemham, Hacheston, Little Glemham, Marlesford 

and Stratford St. Andrew, are now able to apply for funding under this scheme for the 

improvement of play facilities and sports grounds. Marlesford Community Council have 

applied for a grant of £15,000, as matched funding, towards the installation of 

equipment and new surfacing at Marlesford Community Centre. A planning application 

is due to be submitted by the applicants and any grant awarded would be subject to 

planning permission being approved.  The Chairman felt that LGPC should support the 

application. Bearing in mind the proximity to Little Glemham, Roger hoped that the new 

facilities would be available for use by neighbouring parishes. After further discussion, 

on a Proposition by the Chairman, it was agreed to confirm LGPC support for the 

application, with the proviso that neighbouring parishes can use the facilities. [A.P. 

Clerk] 

 

10. Finance:  

[a] Financial Update: 

The amount in the current account is:                                                                         £   136.53 

The amount in the deposit account is:                                                                         £3,417.64 

                                                                                                                       Total:            £3,554.17 

[b] Invoices presented for payment: 

• Bus Shelter cleaning for Jan/Feb/March’13 

[3 hours @ £6.19 per hour]……………………………………….. Amount:             £    18.57 

• Clerk’s invoice for salary & expenses 

[Jan/Feb/March 2013]………………………………………………... Amount:            £  262.02 

• HM Revenue & Customs……………………………………………..  Amount:            £    53.51 

• E-ON – Street lighting Jan-March 2013………………………… Amount:           £     12.87 

• S.A.L.C. Subscription 2013/14………………………………………  Amount:           £   117.00 

After approved invoices have been paid [£463.97] the combined amount held in the 

accounts will be £3,090.20. 
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[c] Precept Referendums Bill: To consider correspondence received from S.A.L.C. and Dr. 

Therese Coffey MP regarding the new bill, introduced on 19
th

 March’13 which aims to cap 

local council precepts by imposing referendums on a precept increase of 2% or more: 

The Chairman briefly summarised the information already circulated, the implications of 

which, he felt were worrying.  LGPC’s planned expenditure for 2013-14, after the 

compensatory grant, is £2733, and the probability is that there will be no compensatory 

grant next year.  2% of £2733 is £54.66, but as we are required to round the figure up to the 

nearest £100, any increase at all would attract an automatic referendum. With the change to 

our tax base this year, our income from the same precept is, in real terms, down by £366, or 

a little over 11%.  In these circumstances, and in order to avoid referendum costs, the 

Council would therefore have to exist on less money and meet any extra or unexpected 

expenses from reserves.  Following further discussion, the general consensus was that the 

proposals were unworkable and it was hoped that the Bill will be withdrawn.  It was agreed 

to monitor the situation. 

[d] Signing off of Accounts for 2012/13: The finalised end of year accounts had been 

circulated via email.  The Chairman asked councillors to study the accounts before the next 

meeting on 13
th

 May, when he hoped they can be approved and signed off.  

 

11. Parish Council Annual Meeting: Monday 13
th

 May 2013: In view of the forthcoming County 

Council elections on the 2
nd

 May It was agreed to ask Colin Hart [County Councillor] to 

provide a written report on County Council matters during the past year, and to ask Cllr. Ray 

Herring to provide a report on District Council matters.  It was also agreed   to invite 

representatives of the Parish Room Committee; Parochial Church Council; Keep Fit Club and 

the Debney Trust  and PCSO Thora Taylor to present an annual report at this year’s meeting. 

[A.P. Clerk] 

 

12. Any Other Business: 

a. Suffolk County Council elections: Thursday 2
nd

 May 2013: Details had been publicised in 

the parish. 

 

13. Date of next meeting: [Parish and Parish Council Annual meetings]: Monday 13
th

 May 2013 

at 8.00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed as a correct record………………………………………………………………………………………. 

                                                                         Peter Chaloner 

                                                 Date:              13
th

 May 2013 
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