LITTLE GLEMHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Council Meeting held on
Monday 11th April 2011 in the Parish Room

Present from the Council: Mr Peter Chaloner [Chairman]  Stuart Hogg; Graham Peck; Sue Hussey; Philip Hope-Cobbold;  Ceri  Larman;  Pat Trinder [Clerk]
Present from the Public:  Mrs Christine McGee
Apologies for Absence:  Roger Blyth; Colin Hart [District & County Councillor] PCSO Thora Taylor;
Declaration of Interest: None
Minutes of the last meeting: The Minutes of the meeting held on 14th March 2011 were unanimously adopted and signed as a correct record, subject to the following amendment: Minute Ref: 6[b] third line,  should read …..“The position will be monitored during their ‘routine’ inspections….” and not as previously stated. 
Matters Arising from the March Council meeting:
[a] Community Area: No further issues of concern were noted during the March inspection. Peter reported that he had used the ‘anti-graffiti ‘ spray with limited success.  A working party was arranged for Sunday 8th May at 11.00 a.m. for those councillors who can attend to deal with regular maintenance and previously reported matters, including:  fasten back football net; deal with loose stile and fence posts;  replace the missing metal stake, used to secure the goalposts and try to relocate the goalposts on firmer ground; loose plastic covering on some of the swing chains;  It was noted that  approximately 2 metres of chain link fence, just behind the main swings, has become unravelled and will need to be replaced. The clerk was instructed to liaise the contractor, regarding the necessary repairs. [A.P. Clerk]
[b] Maintenance of highways/pavements/footpaths: The clerk had already emailed details of a complaint she had received from a resident about the number of deep potholes in Hoo Lane. This matter had been reported to Highways, who had responded promptly and carried out urgent repairs.
[c] SNT Police Presence:  The police had reported that there had been no crimes recorded for the parish and the SNT priorities remain the same. 
[d] Neighbourhood Watch Scheme: Nothing to report.
[e] Road Safety – Junction of Buttons Lane & A12: Further to last month’s report, a reply was awaited from Highways. [A.P. Clerk]
[f] Four Villages Bypass: To formally ratify a joint statement produced at a meeting held on 28th March 2011: Copies of the statement had been circulated via email and Stuart reported briefly on the discussions that had taken place. If agreed, the statement will be released to the press to help heighten the profile of the proposed scheme  and to facilitate further positive discussion.  Sue questioned the working party’s  reason for deciding that the bypass should be treated as a single project around all the villages, rather than adopting piecemeal short-term solutions. There was further general discussion on alternative proposals.  The Chairman felt that the joint statement was a good starting point and proposed that the Council should formally ratify it.  The Proposition, on being put, was carried by majority vote [4 in favour; 1 against; 1 abstention; 1 absentee]  It was agreed to notify the Working Party of the Council’s decision. [A.P. Clerk]

 Planning: 
[a] Application No. C11/0209 – Hillview Cottage, Main Road, Little Glemham: Erection of two-storey side extension:  APPROVED by SCDC 21/03/11
              [Philip left the meeting at this point]
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Finance
[a] Financial Update:
The amount in the current account is                                                                  £   109.87
The amount in the deposit account is                                                                  £2,014.28
                                                                                                                   Total:       £2,124.15
[b] Invoices presented for payment:
Bus Shelter cleaning Jan/Feb/March 2011             Amount:              £     17.79
S.A.L.C. Annual Membership                                     Amount:             £    111.00
Pearce & Kemp Ltd: Street Lighting
Maintenance 1/4/11 – 31/3/12                               Amount:              £      67.80
	E-ON – Street Lighting Jan-Mar 2011                      Amount:              £      13.05
After approved invoices have been paid [£209.64] the combined amount held in the accounts will be £1,914.51

[c] LGPC – Cashbook package [Local Council Accounts Software] To consider alternative system for future accounts: Suggested:
[a] Hellis & Lodge [Internal Auditors] to ‘build’ and install appropriate spreadsheet – Estimated cost - £30 – Approximately 2 hrs work @ £15.00 per hour – to include brief clerk’s tutorial in installation;
[b] Ordinary manual cashbook system [still used by many Parish Councils and acceptable to auditors]
On a proposition by the Chairman, councillors unanimously agreed to option [a] as outlined above,  and the clerk was authorised to proceed accordingly. [A.P. Clerk] 

[d] Signing off of accounts for 2010/11: Individual copies of the end of year accounts for the year ended 31st March 2011 were circulated.  On a proposition by the Chairman, it was agreed that councillors should have an opportunity to study the accounts before the next meeting when it is hoped they can be approved and signed off.  Councillors were asked to contact the clerk if they had any queries which could be addressed prior to the May meeting.
Parish Council Elections – 5th May 2011: The clerk confirmed the result of an uncontested election in Little Glemham.  An appropriate Notice of Poll had been displayed in the Parish noticeboard.  Parishioners will still be able to vote on the 5th May for the election of a District Councillor for the Hacheston Ward, and in respect of the Referendum on the voting system for U.K. parliamentary elections.
Annual Litter Pick 2011: The gloves, rubbish sacks, and recycling sacks received from SCDC were distributed to the council. The litter pick is to take place later this month. It was agreed to assign areas of the village as last year, as follows:
Peter Chaloner: Home to green south along A12 as far as boundary;
Sue Hussey: Tinkerbrook
Roger Blyth: Sink Farm to the church;
Graham Peck: Tinkerbrook to Sink Farm House
Stuart Hogg: Shop Lane  A12 up to Pear Tree Farm
Philip Hope-Cobbold: Remainder of A12  Pear Tree Farm northwards
Ceri Larman: Church Road to Church Drive.

Parish Council Annual Meeting: Monday 9th May 2011: It was agreed to invite Colin Hart [District & County Councillor] PCSO Thora Taylor and representatives of the Parish Room Committee; Parochial Church Council; Keep Fit Club and Debney Trust to present an annual report at this year’s meeting.
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Any Other Business:  
[1] “Meet your MP events: To consider letter received from Dr. Daniel Poulter M.P.:  On a proposition by the Chairman, it was agreed to take no further action at this time, and to keep the letter on file for future reference.

[2]  SCDC: Glass Recycling Bank Service:  A letter had been received, outlining proposed operating and servicing changes, and it was agreed to keep the information on file.

[3]  The Chairman reported a request from a resident for a “fido” [dog waste] bin to be provided in the community area. The clerk confirmed that responsibility for funding the provision of a dog waste bin, at a cost of approximately £200, would lie with the Parish Council; thereafter SCDC would maintain and empty. The Council had discussed this issue before, when it had been felt that this level of expenditure could not be justified, given that there did not appear to be a general problem with dog fouling in the village.  As far as councillors were aware, this situation had not changed.  Concern was also expressed about possible vandalism to the bin and its contents.  It was therefore agreed to take no further action, and the Chairman agreed to advise the resident accordingly.

[4] The Chairman reported two recent incidents of vehicles striking properties in Church Road.  This was a very worrying situation, and Mrs McGee commented that residents were alarmed and concerned.  Whilst it was acknowledged that a lot of the larger vehicles were seasonal, the Chairman felt that ideally a 7.5 ton weight limit restriction should be imposed in Church Road, [except for access] with traffic being encouraged to go via Tinkerbrook instead, especially bearing in mind that the section of road leading to the junction with the A12 was particularly narrow, with properties on either side.  There have been ‘near misses’ in the past,  especially if delivery vehicles are parked near to properties and on occasions larger vehicles leaving motor cross events cause problems in Church Road, although it was understood that organisers do try to encourage participants to use an alternative route travelling to and from the venue.  After further discussion, it was agreed to report this matter to Highways, and seek support from our County Councillor and the police.

Date of next meeting: [Parish and Parish Council Annual Meetings]: Monday 9th May 2011.








Signed as a correct record……………………………………………………………………………………….
                                                                   Peter Chaloner
                                               DATE:        9TH May 2011
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