
LITTLE GLEMHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Council meeting held on 

Monday 14th September 2015 in the Parish Room 

 

1. Present from the Council: Mr Peter Chaloner [Chairman] Roger Blyth; Claire Peck; Tony 

Eaves; Pat Trinder [Clerk] 

2. Present from the Public: Mr Stephen Burroughes [County Councillor] 

3. Apologies for Absence: Philip Hope-Cobbold; Ceri Larman; Kate Burt; PCSO Thora Taylor; 

Carol Poulter [District Councillor] 

4. Declaration of Interest:  None 

5. Minutes of the last meeting:  On a Proposition by the Chairman, Seconded by Cllr. Tony 

Eaves, the Minutes of the meeting held on 13th July 2015 were unanimously adopted and 

signed as a correct record.  

6. Matters Arising from the 13th July Council meeting: 

[a] [i] Community Area Update:  Roger reported that he had repaired the damaged 

perimeter fence wire. He had not noticed any other major problems during his inspection.   

Peter had checked the shed, which seemed to be satisfactory. The clerk confirmed that 

arrangements had been made for Playsafety Ltd to carry out the annual inspection during 

September. 

[a] [ii] Improvements to the Community Area Play Facilities: Due to the fact that Wicksteed 

had discontinued its online catalogue facility, Tony distributed copies of the current 

catalogue so that councillors could review the proposals presented at the last meeting. 

Roger found it difficult to justify the proposed level of expenditure, bearing in mind the 

limited number of village children who would use the facilities. Claire supported this view, 

particularly as, unlike some neighbouring parishes, there is no associated parking provision 

for visitors.  Tony took on board the comments that had been made; his initial proposals 

were put forward very much as a starting point for the project, following the questionnaire 

responses received, and he welcomed further input on the various options. He did feel that 

improved facilities would not only benefit local children, but would also help to enhance the 

profile of the village for the future. The Chairman thought that there could be approximately 

40 children in the village who might use the facilities, as well as visiting grandchildren and 

other family members. He acknowledged that the lack of parking in the village was a 

problem which also had a detrimental impact on the type and number of events that could 

be held in the Parish Rooms.  Previous efforts to convert the triangular piece of land next to 

the Community area into a car park had failed, primarily because the District Council 

intimated that approval would be refused because of its proximity to nearby houses.  The 

possibility of using the area of scrubland at the end of the community area for parking may 

be an option that could be considered in the future, in conjunction with the Parish Room 

Committee. Stephen was aware that LGPC could apply to the Outdoor playing space fund 

[administered by SCDC] for a share of the available funding, and other funding sources could 

be investigated. On a point of information, Peter pointed out that, as a starting point, 

Wicksteed had been used as a benchmark for price and quality; if and when the project 

progressed, alternative quotations would be required, in line with the Council’s financial 

standing orders. After further general discussion, on a Proposition by the Chairman, it was 

agreed to defer further debate until the next meeting, when it was hoped all councillors 

would be present.  

[b] Maintenance of highways/pavements/footpaths: 

• The clerk had circulated details of the action taken by Highways, following the report 

at the last meeting of flood damage that had occurred as a result of heavy rainfall. It 

was noted that the highway drainage system was fully cleansed on the 21st July and 

the two reported “dropped” gullies had also been repaired.                     [Page 1 of 3]                             



• The Chairman reported on his site inspection meeting with SCC Highways Engineer 

on 28th July. Peter retained the view that the problem is caused by sand being  

washed down from Sandy Lane into the gullies, when there is heavy rain. Mr Clench 

[SCC ] thought that responsibility lay with the landowners. It was noted that SCC 

has a website for the public to report any highway matters, and this ensures that 

the matter is given a unique reference number which can be tracked.  

              [c] SNT Police Report: A written report, detailing one recorded crime for July, had been  

               circulated. [Copy to be filed with Minutes] 

[d] Neighbourhood Watch Update: Regular updates continue to be received and have been 

included on the Council website. Peter commented on recent reports about scams targeting 

the elderly.   

[e] Refurbishment of Village Sign: The Chairman reported that he had seen David Wright 

and in an effort to speed things up, agreed to take the metal frame to Suffolk Stove 

Enamellers to get it coated.  As it was too big to fit into Peter or Tony’s vehicles, Roger 

agreed to collect the frame from Peter, deliver it to Suffolk Stove Enamellers and return it to 

David Wright when the work had been completed.  Peter advised that David had made 

considerable progress, although there was still a lot of specialist work to be done to 

complete the project. [A.P. Roger/Peter] 

[f] Four Village Bypass Working Party: Nothing further to report.  

[g] Sizewell C Update: Notes of the Sizewell C Town & Parish follow on community 

engagement event, held on 16th July, attended by the Chairman, had been circulated and 

were taken as read and received. 

7.   Suffolk County Councillor’s Report: Copies of Stephen’s written report had been circulated and  

       was taken as read and received. Stephen referred to previous discussions on highways and  

       related improvements raised by LGPC and asked councillors to prioritise the various issues so 

       that a decision can be made on what should be taken forward and appropriate funding from  

       his highways budget could be allocated.  These included the possibility of widening the junction 

       at Church Road where it joins the A12; vehicle speed reduction measures, including a speed 

       indicating device, and speed camera positioning in the village. In the light of recent personal 

       experience, Tony wished to underline the importance of reducing vehicle speed through the 

       village, particularly those travelling from the north. After further general discussion Stephen  

       suggested the formation of a council sub-group to formulate a strategy for consideration by 

       full council in November. On a Proposition by the Chairman, it was agreed to form a sub-group 

       at the October council meeting and arrange a first meeting date at the end of October. 

 

8. District Councillor’s Report: Nothing to report. The clerk commented that Carol Poulter 

had already intimated that she might be late, or not present this evening, due to an 

unexpected prior engagement. 

9. Suffolk Coastal & Waveney District Councils: Consultation on a draft Gambling Act 

2005:  

Statement of Principles:  Copies of the document had been circulated and the 

information noted. The Chairman commented that it covers small lotteries, bingo and 

gaming machines in pubs.  

10. Planning: Nothing to report. 

11. Finance: 

a. Financial Update:  

The amount in the current account is:                                                  £   110.61 

The amount in the deposit account is:                                                  £5,272.95 

                                                                                                   Total:        £5,383.56 

b. Invoices for payment: 

• SCDC – Uncontested election fee May 2015 Elections ……………….   £   100.00 
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After payment of the above invoice [£100] the combined amount held in the Accounts 

is £5,283.56. 

c. External Audit: The accounts for 2014/15 have now been officially approved by the 

external auditors and the clerk was pleased to report that there were no issues 

which came to their attention which required the issuing of a separate additional 

issues arising report.  On a Proposition by the Chairman, the annual return was 

unanimously approved and accepted by the Council. The Chairman thanked the clerk 

for her efforts in this regard. 

d.  Precept Data: The information received from S.A.L.C. had been circulated via email. 

The details were noted and would be kept on file.  

12. Matters noted as received and circulated during the summer recess: 

a. Framlingham Neighbourhood Plan Pre-Submission consultation draft: Information 

noted; No further action. 

b. Police & Crime Commissioner’s request for participation in a University Campus 

Suffolk [UCS] survey on perceptions of crime, anti-social behaviour and local policing 

services in Suffolk.  Information noted; no further action. 

c. East Suffolk Lines Community Rail Partnership – Invitation to join one of the three 

line groups. Information noted; no further action. 

13.  Any Other Business:  

a. SCDC: Annual Town & Parish Liaison/Budget Review Meeting: 16th Nov’15:  

Information noted and would be kept on file. 

b. S.A.L.C. Suffolk Coastal Area Meeting – 21st Sept’15: Agenda papers circulated. 

Information to be kept on file. 

14. Date of next meeting: MONDAY 12th October 2015 at 8.00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed as a correct record……………………………………………………………………………………… 

                                                                 Peter Chaloner 

                                                                 Chairman 

                                              DATE:         12TH October 2015 
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