
LITTLE GLEMHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 

Monday 13th June 2016 in the Parish Room 

 

1. Present from the Council: Peter Chaloner [Chairman] Ceri Larman; Kate Burt; Tony Eaves; 

Pat Trinder [Clerk] 

2. Present from the Public: Ms Emma Angell; Anne Chapman; Julie Nicholls; Anna Shand; Claire 

Young; Mr Frank Hilder; Carol Poulter [District Councillor] 

3. Apologies for Absence: Roger Blyth; Claire Peck; Philip Hope-Cobbold; Stephen Burroughes 

[County Councillor] 

4. Declaration of Interest: None 

5. Minutes of the last meeting: The Minutes of the meeting held on 16th May 2016 were 

unanimously adopted and signed as a correct record. [Proposed by the Chairman; Seconded 

by Cllr. Kate Burt] 

6. Matters Arising from the 16th May Council meeting: 

a. [i] Community Area Update: Tony apologised for not being able to carry out the May 

inspections due to work commitments abroad. Frank Hilder reported evidence of ticks in 

the Community Area and agreed to put a warning notice on the gate. 

[ii] Improvements to Community Area Play Facilities, to include an update on associated 

car parking provision:  The Chairman advised that the Council had now got all the necessary 

documentation together to enable a request to be submitted to SCDC for pre-application 

planning advice on the car parking proposal discussed at the last meeting. Copies of the 

outline site plan were circulated.  The entrance and exit point would be opposite the Parish 

Room.  He envisaged keeping all the existing trees and hedges to screen the houses in 

Church Road and thought that the required designated disabled parking could be provided 

at the Parish Room. Claire Young was not sure that there was unanimous support in the 

village for these proposals; she asked about the cost of the new play equipment and 

questioned the motivation for providing car parking facilities; the Chairman presented a 

brief overview of the sequence of events and actions taken by the Council, including a public 

consultation, to establish whether there was support for the proposal to improve the play 

equipment in the Community Area. The motivation for including car parking provision as 

Stage 2 of the project was to provide car parking for visitors to the Community Area and also 

the Parish Room, which for many years has been hampered by the lack of car parking space. 

Anna Shand confirmed that the Parish Room committee faced an ongoing battle to raise 

sufficient funds to maintain and run the venue; potential bookings for larger functions, such 

as wedding receptions, christenings, etc. are often lost because there is no available parking 

and it was noticeable that the 3 or 4 regular annual functions held in the Parish Rooms, 

relied primarily on support from people outside the village. Cllr. Tony Eaves circulated copies 

of the detailed business plan and operating schedule he had prepared and gave a brief 

presentation of the proposals, including possible funding sources and likely timescale for the 

project. He stressed that whilst the provision of the car park could be categorised as Phase 2 

of the project, and undertaken at a later date, it did have to be included in the business plan 

and funding applications from the outset.  If a decision was made to proceed, as outlined,  

an organising committee would need to be formed to move the project forward within the 

planned timescale. The Chairman invited further comments from residents and several 

issues were raised, including: 

• Continuing problems with dog fouling in the community area; suggestions to create 

a dedicated dog exercising area; section off the play equipment from the main area, 

to reassure children who are frightened of dogs; The Chairman acknowledged the  
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concerns on this issue, and was aware that dogs were not allowed in some  

neighbouring play areas. In Little Glemham, however, space for exercising dogs was 

very limited; residents had objected to an earlier suggestion to expand the 

community area by incorporating the scrub area at the top, or use of the present 

allotment land.  The Council did not wish to exclude dog owners from using the 

community area, although it was regrettable that some people did not clear up after 

their dogs. 

• Concern about use of car park area for casual meeting place leading to unsociable 

behaviour; the possibility of illegal encampments ; The Chairman thought that a bar 

could be put across the entrance to restrict entrance to large vehicles; suggestion 

that the car park could be locked when not in use although this could be restrictive. 

• Possibility of including outside adult sport equipment; it was thought that a broader 

demographic might increase funding opportunities. The Chairman confirmed that 

this option was included in the questionnaire, but had received a low priority rating 

from residents who had responded. 

Cllr. Kate Burt & Ceri Larman spoke in support of proceeding with the project which they felt 

was an opportunity to provide a worthwhile legacy for the village and enhance its identity.  

After a further general ‘question and answer’ session, the Chairman brought the discussion 

to a close.  On a Proposition by the Chairman, Seconded by Cllr. Ceri Larman, it was agreed 

to go ahead with the business plan and submit a request to SCDC for pre-application 

planning advice on the car parking proposal.  The Chairman commented that a full planning 

application relating to the car parking plan would have to be submitted, and residents would 

have an opportunity to make their views known, in the usual way. The Chairman thanked 

Cllr. Tony Eaves for all his hard work on the project to date and also thanked Carol Poulter 

for her help. [A.P. Clerk; Tony Eaves] 

 

b. Maintenance of highways/pavements/footpaths: The Chairman reported that all the 

storm drains along the south side of the A12 were full to the top with silt, causing 

overflowing during the recent heavy rainfall. It was agreed to contact Highways [A.P. 

Clerk] 

c. Neighbourhood Watch Update: Nothing to report. 

d. New Village Sign: Report on the unveiling ceremony held on 5th June’16: The Chairman 

thanked everyone who had attended the successful unveiling ceremony. Further thanks 

were conveyed to everyone who had organised the exhibition and provided 

refreshments in the Parish Room afterwards. It had been suggested to the Chairman 

that the Council might wish to consider giving Mr David Wright a commemorative 

gift/token of appreciation, in recognition of all his hard work on the project, and Peter 

wished to put this forward, as a formal proposition. Councillors unanimously supported 

the proposal, in principle. One or two ideas were tabled and the Chairman asked 

councillors and residents to bring firm proposals to the next meeting. 

e. Four Village Bypass Working Party Update: The Chairman reported on a positive 

meeting held today with Robert Goodwill, Roads Minister, local MPs, and 

representatives from Suffolk County Council and the 4VBP group. [East Suffolk Gateway] 

Discussions were united and positive and there was some cautious optimism, 

notwithstanding the fact that the scheme is competing against many other road 

improvement schemes.  Carol Poulter commented that MPs put forward a good case; an 

important factor is whether EDF will put any money into Sizewell C, and this will have a 

significant impact on any decision. Claire Young asked if there was a map showing the 

suggested route. The Chairman agreed to let her have a copy of the original route,  

                                                                                                                                  [Page 2 of 4] 

 



following the 1996 Public Enquiry, although he pointed out that there is no guarantee  

that anything that is subsequently agreed will remain the same. He stressed the 

importance of getting a 4VBP in its entirety, rather than several stand-alone scenarios, 

which could lead to proposals to bypass Little Glemham and Marlesford being 

abandoned due to insufficient funding. 

f. Sizewell C Update: Nothing further to report.                                      

g. Provision of another ‘Fido’ dog waste bin: The Chairman reported that he had spoken 

to several residents in Shop Lane who had advised that there was no significant problem 

with dog fouling in Shop Lane.  He therefore asked for alternative locations and 

residents suggested:  the end of Hoo Lane, close to the Blaxhall crossing, and at the end 

of Church Road, near to the footpath.  Peter agreed to have a look at both locations, and 

report back at the next meeting. [A.P. Chairman] 

h. Traffic congestion in Church Road: Nothing to report in Cllr. Claire Peck’s absence. 

7. Suffolk County Councillor’s Report: Nothing to report in Stephen Burroughes’ absence. 

8. District Councillor’s Report: Carol Poulter expanded on some of the issues contained in her 

written report, which had been circulated, and also reported on other District Council 

matters, including: 

• Fido dog waste bins are provided by the District Council; SCDC have undertaken to 

prosecute people who do not clear up after their dogs, if evidence is obtained; 

• Forthcoming Latitude Festival [held in July] Some parishes have reported adverse 

effects of increased traffic and anti-social behaviour; The Chairman commented 

that the increased volume of traffic did impact on Little Glemham. 

• Forthcoming referendum on the UK’s membership of the European Union. 

The Chairman thanked Carol for her informative report. 

9. Planning: 

[a] Planning Application Ref: DC/16/1601/LBC: The White House, Main Road: Re-roofing 

proposals: Copies of the plan had been circulated. On a Proposition by the Chairman, 

Seconded by Cllr. Kate Burt, councillors unanimously supported the proposal. It was further 

agreed to comment that there should be no obstruction to the footway when the work is 

being carried out. [A.P. Clerk]  

 

       10.  Finance: 

              a.  Financial Update: 

                   The amount in the current account is:                                                             £   115.84 

                    The amount in the deposit account is:                                                            £ 6,150.06   

                                                                                                                                   Total:       £6,265.90 

               b.  Invoices for Payment: 

• Leiston Press: New village sign unveiling 

Ceremony leaflets…………………………………………. Amount:             £    10.00 

After payment of the above invoice [£10.00] the combined amount held in the accounts is 

£6,255.90. 

c.  E-ON – Deemed Contract Rates increase:  Councillors were advised that as from 1st July 

      2016 the current price of 12.40p per kWh, excluding VAT will be increased to 14.40p per  

      kWh, excluding VAT. Information noted; to be kept on file. [A.P.Clerk] 

d.  Internal Audit Report: The internal audit had been completed and was satisfactory in all  

      areas. No special recommendations were made, but the Council will have to fully meet  

      the requirements of the Transparency Code during 2016/17, by taking action as outlined  

      on Page 2 of the audit report: Transparency Code: Compliance for smaller councils with 

      income/expenditure under £25,000: LGPC must scan and publish on its website items 

      detailed in paragraphs [b] [c] [d] and [f].  On a Proposition by the Chairman, it was  
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      unanimously RESOLVED to comply with the requirements of the Transparency Code,  

       as outlined above, with immediate effect. [A.P. Clerk; Chairman] 

e.   Clerk’s Salary: 2016-2018 National Salary Award: 

       a. New Pay scales for 2016-2017 [to be implemented immediately and backdated  

            to 1 April 2016] At present the Clerk’s salary is based on SCP 20 [Salary Scale Point] 

            @ £9.900 per hour [Implemented 1 January 2015] 

            Under the new agreed pay scales for 2016-2017, SCP 20 has increased to £9.999  

            per hour, to be implemented immediately and backdated to 1 April 2016; 

            If an incremental increase to SCP 21 was agreed, the hourly rate would increase to 

            £10.944 per hour under the new pay scale. 

           On a Proposition by the Chairman, councillors unanimously RESOLVED:  

• To Approve and implement the 2016-2017National Salary Award, to be 

backdated to 1 April 2016; 

• To Approve and implement incremental increase to SCP 21 @ £10.944 per hour, 

to be backdated to 1 April 2016; 

        b. Hourly Rates April 2017: On a Proposition by the Chairman, councillors unanimously 

            RESOLVED to approve the increase relating to SCP 21 [Current: £10.944 per hour;  

             Increase to £10.467 per hour] effective from 1 April 2017. 

             The clerk thanked the Council for their decision in this matter  [A.P. Clerk] 

10. Any Other Business: 

a. S.C.C. Countryside Access Consultation: Rights of Way improvement plan. Details of the 

current consultation had been circulated; The Parish Council questionnaire was available 

to complete online and Peter agreed to put a link on the Council website; 

b. Suffolk Constabulary: Safer Neighbourhood Teams: Future attendance at Town and 

Parish Council AGMs.  Details had been circulated; clerk to provide dates, as requested. 

c. S.A.L.C: Network Rail’s Level Crossing Reduction Strategy : Details of the June public 

consultation events had been circulated. The Chairman commented that there were no 

controversial proposals on the East Suffolk Line. 

11. Date of next meeting: Monday 11th July 2016 at 8.00 p.m. 

There being no further business, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the 

meeting.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed as a correct record………………………………………………………………. 

                                                       Peter Chaloner 

                                                       Chairman 

                                        DATE;    11th July 2016 
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