
 LITTLE GLEMHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 

Monday 12th September 2016 in the Parish Room 

1. Present from the Council: Peter Chaloner [Chairman] Ceri Larman; Kate Burt; Claire Peck; 

Pat Trinder [Clerk] 

2. Present from the Public: Stephen Burroughes [County Councillor] David Wright; Anna 

Shand; Stephen Bayfield; Claire Young;  

3. Apologies for Absence: Philip Hope-Cobbold; Tony Eaves; Roger Blyth; Carol Poulter [DC] 

4. Declaration of Interest: None 

5. Minutes of the last meeting: The Minutes of the meeting held on 11th July 2016 were 

unanimously adopted and signed as a correct record. [Proposed by the Chairman; Seconded 

by Cllr. Ceri Larman]  On a Proposition by the Chairman, it was agreed to bring forward the 

following two agenda items: 

6. New Village Sign: The Chairman was very pleased to present David Wright with an engraved 

commemorative cut glass decanter set as a small token of the Council’s appreciation of all 

his hard work creating the new village sign, which has been very well received in the village. 

David thanked the Council for the gift and their kind comments. 

7. Planning: 

a. Planning Application Ref: DC/16/2771/FUL: Part Side Gardens, Laneside, 18 Shop Lane; 

New Dwelling: The Chairman welcomed and introduced Mr Philip Morphey, whom he had 

invited to the meeting to present details of the revisions he had made to the last planning 

application which had been rejected. Copies of the amended plans were circulated. Mr 

Morphey outlined the amendments he had made to the design, materials and the proposed 

siting of the new dwelling on the site, following consultation with the Planning Authority. 

The Chairman still felt that the overall proposal was a radical change, in relation to 

neighbouring properties and Cllr. Claire Peck expressed her reservations about the proposal 

to use green tiles. Mr Stephen Bayfield commented that he was pleased that his main 

objection relating to the positioning of the new dwelling had been resolved. Following a 

‘question and answer’ session, the Chairman thanked  Mr Morphey for attending and 

confirmed that the revised plans would be submitted to SCDC in due course, when there 

would be a further opportunity for the council and immediate neighbours  to make 

representations to the planning authority in the usual way.  

8. Matters Arising from the 11th July Council meeting: 

a. [i] Community Area Update: Peter reported on the remaining July inspections when he 

had noted 5 broken fence posts; other minor problems noted, most of which he had 

managed to deal with, included entrance gate not closing properly; shed window 

missing; goalpost netting insecure; Kate apologised for not having carried out the August 

inspections. On a Proposition by the Chairman, it was agreed to arrange a working party 

date at the October meeting, to deal with the fence posts and other outstanding 

maintenance issues.  

[ii] Improvements to Community Area Play Facilities, to include: 

• Associated car parking provision. Update on SCDC’s pre-application planning advice 

received and circulated: Peter opened the discussion to the floor. He referred to the 

response received from SCDC, which was not very encouraging and questioned 

whether the Council should proceed further and continue its efforts to formulate a 

coherent plan.  Kate thought that the Council should try to build a case that would 

meet the policy requirements outlined in the letter and provide car parking 

provision for the village. This view was supported by Stephen Bayfield and Anna 

Shand, both of whom stressed  the need for car parking provision for the Parish 

Room which primarily relied on support from people outside the village for the 3 or  
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4 regular annual functions held in the Parish Rooms; the committee also struggled to 

get other regular bookings because of the lack of car parking.  Bearing in mind that it 

had already been established that there was no other land available, Stephen 

Bayfield felt that it should be possible to build an evidence-based case for the 

chosen site; it was suggested that a supporting letter from the landowner [Glemham 

Estates] might help to support the application. As an observation, Claire Young 

referred to the District Council’s need to meet their policy requirements relating to 

minimising pollution and reducing reliance on the private car, which could have 

influenced their decision. Stephen Burroughes thought it would be beneficial to read 

through the District Council’s policy documents relating to ‘village halls’. He felt that 

there were several ‘funding pots’ that could be accessed.  He confirmed that he 

could provide some funding and suggested that similarly, Carol Poulter may be able 

to provide some financial support; it might also be helpful if the Council asked Carol 

to intercede on the Council’s behalf and speak to the case officer with a view to 

determining a realistic way forward.  After further discussion, the Chairman agreed 

to read through SCDC’s Policy documents and report further at the next meeting. 

[A.P. Chairman/Clerk] 

• Update on any progress with comparison quotes for play equipment; funding 

sources, etc. [including ‘Outdoor Playing Space Fund’ administered by SCDC]: Nothing 

further to report in Cllr. Tony Eaves’ absence. The clerk reported that she would be 

double-checking the current balance figures she had obtained for the Outdoor 

Playing Space Fund, which seemed to be surprisingly low. [A.P. Clerk] 

b. Maintenance of highways/pavements/footpaths: There were further complaints about 

the storm drains along the south side of the A12 which were full to the top with silt 

again. Urgent action was needed to clear out the drains, and the Chairman reiterated his 

view that something more permanent needs to be done to avoid the drains overflowing 

every time there is heavy rainfall. There was another complaint about the badly 

overgrown state of the footpath along the A12, from The Knoll, up to Glemham Hall and 

also the overgrown footpath going south, from Shop Lane. The condition of both paths 

was unacceptable, on safety grounds alone. Stephen agreed to contact Highways 

straight away about the above issues. [A.P. Stephen Burroughes/Clerk] 

c. Four Village Bypass Working Party Update: [SEGway] Nothing further to report. 

d. Sizewell C Update: Nothing further to report. 

e. Provision of ‘Fido’ dog waste bin in Hoo Lane, by the bridleway sign: Application 

submitted [A.P. Clerk] 

f. Traffic congestion in Church Road: The clerk read a letter received from the 

Woodbridge & DMCC Ltd club secretary, confirming their present position and intention 

to continue to make every effort to dissuade drivers attending their events, from using 

the short cut when accessing and exiting the site. The clerk thanked Claire for taking this 

matter up on behalf of the Council.  

g. Formation of “Emergency Planning Team” for Little Glemham:  [Update – LGPC meeting 

11.7.16 Minute Ref: 10 refers].  The clerk confirmed that there had been no further 

enquiries in response to the notice which the Council put in the last edition of Ebb and 

Flow. On a Proposition by the Chairman, it was agreed to leave the matter in abeyance, 

until the next meeting. [A.P. Clerk] 

h. Bus Shelter Cleaning: [Update – LGPC meeting 11.7.16 Minute Ref: 12[a] refers]: The 

clerk advised that she had not received a reply from Miss Chandler; the Chairman 

reported that the bus shelter litter bin had been emptied since the last meeting and he 

thought the other cleaning duties had been carried out.  He would continue to monitor 
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the situation and Councillors supported his Proposition to resume payment for the 

current quarter [July/August/September] which would be due in October. [A.P. 

Chairman/Clerk]                                                                                           

i. SCDC – Devolution:  The Chairman reported on his attendance at a consultation event 

held on 21st July’16 and there was a general discussion on the proposal and the 

implications for the district and the region. Peter was of the opinion that it was a ‘fait 

accompli’ - the consultation process   providing an opportunity to convince consultees of 

the benefits; he was particularly concerned that, in practice, the proposals would add an 

extra layer of decision making. Stephen commented that ‘ Devolution’ should give more 

power to local people and, in principle, money coming from Government that can be 

spent and invested in local infrastructure and projects was a welcome concept.  

9. Suffolk County Councillor’s Report: Copies of Stephen Burroughes’ written report had been 

circulated and was taken as read and received. Stephen expanded on several items 

contained in his report and answered questions. The Chairman asked about the Council’s 

request for ‘speed indication signs’ in the village, and was disappointed that no progress had 

been made.  He was further surprised to learn that Stephen had thought that the Council 

had not made a decision on exactly what highway improvements and speed reduction 

measures it wished to take forward. The clerk refuted the inference of indecisiveness on the 

Council’s part and referred to the promised meeting with highways and police 

representatives, suggested by Stephen, which was to have taken place in April or May of this 

year.  The clerk’s understanding was that the purpose of the meeting was to establish 

exactly what funding was available, and thereby prioritise viable option/s  from the shortlist 

agreed at the Council’s Working Group meeting held on 27th October 2015, that could 

realistically be taken forward.  Regrettably, to date, the meeting had not materialised, and 

there appeared to have been a subsequent breakdown in communication on this issue. After 

further discussion, Stephen agreed to contact the clerk, after the meeting, to try and move 

things forward. [A.P. Clerk; Stephen Burroughes] 

10. District Councillor’s Report: Nothing to report in Carol Poulter’s absence. 

11. Planning:  

• Planning Application Ref: DC/16/2569/VOC – 45 Church Road – Variation of 

Condition No. 2 of Planning consent: [Documents not circulated; online viewing 

details provided] No objections received from councillors; SCDC notified. 

12. Finance:  

a. Financial Update: 

The amount in the current account is:                                                     £     51.48 

The amount in the deposit account is:                                                     £5,750.75 

                                                                                                     Total:         £5,802.23 

b. Invoices for payment: 

• P Chaloner: Reimburse cost/contract price for 

LGPC web hosting service [2 yr contract renewal …. Amount:     £  113.76 

• P Chaloner: Reimburse cost/presentation gift 

[David Wright]………………………………………………………. Amount:     £  109.50 

After payment of the above invoices [£223.26] the combined amount held in the accounts is 

£5,578.97 

c. External Audit: The accounts for 2015/16 have now been officially approved by the 

external auditors . One minor issue was raised relating to the amendment made to the 

Asset Register – following last year’s audit. [LGPC June’15 meeting – Minute ref: 11[c] [3] 

refers]  and this was brought to the Council’s attention so that it does not occur again in 

future years. On a Proposition by the Chairman, the Annual Return and External 

Auditor’s report were unanimously approved and accepted by the Council. The 

Chairman thanked the clerk for her efforts in this regard.                             [Page 3 of 4] 



13. Any Other Business: 

a. Suffolk Coastal Norse Ltd – Love East Suffolk – Community Litter Action Spring 2016: A 

letter of thanks was received for participating in this year’s voluntary litter pick, along 

with a donation of £20. It was noted that a series of grand draws will be held later this 

year which will result in one participating group from each of the nine ‘neighbourhood 

areas’ being randomly chosen to receive a further £200. 

b. Cllr. Ceri Larman presented her apologies for the October meeting. 

14.  Date of next meeting: Monday 10th October 2016 at 8.00 p.m. 

There being no further business, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the 

meeting.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed as a correct record……………………………………………………………………………. 

                                                         Peter Chaloner 

                                                         Chairman 

                                     DATE:          10th October 2016 
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