LITTLE GELMHAM PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY,
11th June, 2002 at 7.30pm in the Parish Room

1.	PRESENT:		Peter Chaloner		(Chairman)
				David Alexander
				Karen Copping
				Dixie Dean
				Philip Hope-Cobbold
				Belinda Jenkinson	(Clerk)

2.	Apologies were received from Tricia Rich, as Tricia was away on holiday.

3.	There were three members of the public present Stuart Hogg, Martin Pendle 
	and John Coburn.

4.	Minutes of Last Month’s Council Meeting
	The Minutes of the Council Meeting held on Tuesday, 14th May 2002 were
	adopted and signed as a correct record with the amendment that it was 
	Karen Copping’s nephew, not her brother in law.

5.	Matters Arising from the May Minutes

a.	Play Area Lease
	The amendments suggested by Mr Burridge were approved and the Council 
asked the Clerk to return the lease to Mills and Reeve to have these amendments implemented.   The address to be inserted for correspondence and notices would be the Clerks.  It was hoped that the final lease could be signed at the Parish Council’s next meeting on Tuesday, 9th July. 

b.	Code of Conduct
	All councillors signed new Acceptance of Office Forms in the presence of the 
	Clerk.

c.	Casual Vacancy
	As there were three members of the public interested in the Casual Vacancy it
was proposed by the Chairman that each should give a three minute talk expressing their reasons for applying for the post.  A vote was taken and the outcome was that Stuart Hogg was elected to the Council, where by, he completed an Acceptance of Office Form.  He was given a Register of Interests form by the Clerk, for completion
d.	Bus Shelter Roof
	The Clerk confirmed that James Andrews had put forward a quote of £229 to	complete the repairs on the bus shelter.  Jonathan Cutting had send an email 
asking for answers to several questions he needed to put before Council to enable him to submit a quote.  It was agreed that David Alexander should meet with Jonathan Cutting to decide on the extend of work and once this had been agreed then James Andrews would be asked to quote on the new specification.   The Lion owners would need to be informed as to when the work would be carried out.

6.	Finance
a.	A cheque was raised for cash and approved for £11.00 for bus shelter cleaning.  It was suggested that a pay rise may be needed as there has recently been a rise in the minimum hourly rate of pay.  Clerk to find out how often the bus shelter is cleaned, the time taken and to check for compliance with minimum wage legislation
b.	A cheque was raised for Mr Richard Law’s salary of £196.50 for six months, plus his expenses of £15.90 and was approved by the Parish Council.

c.	Mr David Alexander presented a breakdown of 2001/2002 Accounts.  Several invoices from last year were missing which meant an application for a VAT refund would be near impossible.  6 cheques had not been presented and one was cancelled as shown in the minutes and a credit from Barclays Bank had not been refunded.  The Chairman confirmed that the auditors were in possession of last year’s chequebook stubs.  An internal auditor to check the accounts twice a year needed to be found before the Parish Council’s next meeting.

d.	A cheque was raised for £20.00 to SALC to pay for the Clerk’s Training Day on Wednesday, 12th June.

7.	Any Other Business
a.	Planning Application Sink Farm – the Parish Council agreed that the Clerk should write a letter stating that the proposed steel farm building should be in keeping with the surrounding buildings.

b.	The Clerk reported that PC Williams would be attending the Parish Council’s meeting on Tuesday, 9th July 2002.  The Chairman asked the Clerk to write a letter asking PC Williams to report on traffic and crime statistics.

c.	Mr David Alexander presented a letter of resignation to the Chairman who thanked him for his commitment to the Council.  This meant there would now be a Casual Vacancy therefore the Clerk needed to inform the Deputy Returning Officer and post a vacancy on the notice boards.

d.	Clerk asked to contact Barclays Bank requesting the forms for a new cheque signatory.

8.	Date of Next Meeting
	Meeting to be held on Tuesday 9th July 2002.
	


	




